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AN ADVANCi CRITIOUi O]'i TIiI IJIIIV:iSITY O: COLO;iA]O U:O STUDY

By ?hiri;, J. i{f as s

lio'Il: This meno has beeir lrelarec iof a hancliuf of rny "UlO. Cornes;ondents" and is no- ilit.n.led ior pubiic .jist:ai}uiion. Noth_
ang snalf be quoted irom tlti$ metno r.ijtl,ou! \,c-iiten pcrrnission,_-

. hlittrin a fe weel(s, the Univeasj i./ oi Coior;do UfO St\rdy relort
1s expected to be made Dribiic. Aly ceiinitive crit_ique on -Liis study,lts modus ole.andi .ind -iis fj.idiit_s! must a!,/ai i puj)lication. How_evea! a number of lersons liave asked me:or iny vier,rs on ,ahe pnoject)
based on my contacLs and obse.vaiions during the pasi tr.ro years.
I have thefefor.e decidecl to pLL'i my curfen.t thoughi:s into !.ifiting)if onfy for Later persDec'a:Lve.

f have ialke(l i]y plrorre .:iirL corf.=Don.led wiih Robert Lon, the
Pr.ojec'. Coordrnator on a rrr-imle. o: occasions an.i nei \,ij tlj him on
one occasion in ltashin€!lon) nearly a r/eai,aii:erthe pfoject began,
But f have never once asked i,oln i'or- iris wiervs on L.he ir-Lasma,Uao
hypotiesis, or the extnater're:r l rial. ltlrpoiiresis. i .the.e,.ore have
no direct kno\,/Ledge a'[ tnis tinc as to rnh;rt the finai report will
say about either,

Judging froni the bitter critic:sn voiced by John fullen in
his LOoK magazine a.t:;-c-l.e in lhe s?.ir.g of 1968, and the shafp
denunciation by tiICAP, i'{.rj, Donalc (eyhoe, Dr. .'ar,es X. l,lcDonatd
and or:lter, "beiievers,I' ii: see;r,s sa:.r '-c eonclude thai the Colorado
rapor wi Ll no. Jo .a e. qterlo ., i. v, o n-s .

f rhas has proj.l)tec some rrnon-DelieversI to aui:omatically con-
I cfude that tlte CoLou-Jo ;'cr.rdy nust heve been a good one and that
I criticisns directed at Loi.r and Dr. l.lward U, Condon, the principal
I scaentist, arB entirely ,i,nithout justification. I.tol.iever:,' T thinl(
I chd t)j<.. .o ,c a.

Hor.rever, ir is inlor.-aan i i:o stfess that '.he assignment under-
taken by Colorado rdas t:raught i./ith nally poiential piti.^]fs. Some
of the err:ors in judgement, in rny opinion, tesulLed from the fact
.hr L n-. -Ir-. Lo,. nor o.. o,. ,o t-i _ -r- -, - n .he
fielci of Uf01ogy. l: €uspect iha-t il-ie_v, lil<e many oLhers in such
a position, assur'ed that onfy 'rl.ooks an6 crackpoislr believed that
ijaos were extratefrest|ial wnich sirnpfy is not the case. lf this
inas incleed the basic attitude oi Lorn and Coitoon rdhen they began,
and I an speculdting, then the project v/as headed for. trouble fnom
tlle start.

yet ii rnas this conpfete rack oi previous knowledge and inter-
est an Ufology wh:ch the Ain l'or.ce had sougnt, r,iiih good reason,:n; t.ir., -r. -,,-rif.^, .^h:.n and;or.r ior the job. Anyone t^rho had
hpAn :.7 \,. :^ IlFn ^.1, L-, 1, -. . ^ , .^\a -n.-- - i- -

q:
,.u)i.;

Robert Sheaffer
Sticky Note
In this previously-unpublished paper, Klass critiques the way that the University of Colorado UFO Study was organized. It was wrong from the beginning, he argues.



One of Klass' complaints is that the Condon Committee did not examine his "plasma hypothesis," with which at the time he was quite besotten. Within a few years, Klass realized that the "plasma hypothesis" accounts for few, if any, UFO sightings: misperceptions and hoaxes play the greatest role.





Under ihe ierms oil t]_,e Unjversiiy o:l Cclor.ado -arolosaf to
the USAF, r,rnich was ma.le pafa oi L-ile subsequent contfact) "The iro'l<
\ri1f be conducteo under coniit:Lois of the sirjctes. oDleciiviiy- by
investiga'tors whc, ds ce.ra:iu-i.l ).' nl cair )c d,eiefinj:ied, :ave no Pae-
;lia::':o o. oc,.6' o o.. o 6 . :or.

".- "."" -'*t,tt ject L\egan! ;r. Davi.l SaLncers' a !sy-
chofodist ;: t,le Ur,:vefsiiy o: Coforaco, tu'-s hine.l fo1. the stu.ly
(Saunders r^ias orle of tr.ro scicntisas iron ihe Iiroject inho lte:'e fir:ed
in Feb. f968, for secreLfy takr'riE ra:enial f.oii, lire fr',ies and giv-
ing it to NICAP nnd to Di, IlcDonald.)

I have fearned on good authority t;lai Saunders made no attempt
to hide the fact that he had ior 3orie -.ine been a mem)er of NICAP,
whicn shoufd cfear.ly have shorni a pfiof in'[eres1_ in the sLlbjecti
if not a "preclifeciion" for:, i;ie ex.r.a!erres [ria] hyPothesis. I
also have been tol,:l on gooo authority t;lat S.iunders admitted that
he leaned toward -ijhe extr'aa'errestrial hypothesis.

0n Saunaiers sioulif neile!' liave been li?ed lor the
iLr._lr.::! 5-i;nderrs r.ras glven a j<ey ro Le 1rI

nodiis operan( i ,

Dr. Norlnan Levine, .iIe seconcl scientist fit'ed in feb. 1968'
\,ras ]rired in the early sunrner o" l!6I. ;evine ilad been .ecorr,mended
by Dr. McDonald whoJ Levine su!seciuenily note{l in a neLisPaper. anter-
vieqhad first interestecl Lewin{ il] Ufos.

Destite the fact thai McDonalcl as an oLislol.en pnoironent of
the extr;ter.restrial hyPot,resis, r{,ricli s|ouLd have ma{,e his fecom-
nendation of Levine suspect, Levine l;as hired. His resPor,sibilities 'Irm toid, lncfuded investigation oi .adan-Uio sightings and the
Plasna-Uio hypothesis--because o: his bacl(ground in eLectrical
engineering "na pnysics. If l,evile L'as assigned to ilvestigate
th; Plasma-UFO theoiy, it had two sttil{es against i'i.

In fate June of f967, I t;iked riith;evine iiy te-Lepl-Ioile, an
Lowrs abeence. a 'tas slarailed to heal this ne'r'r stalf membelr exlress-
ing views \rhich McJonaLd employs agairst the pfas;ia theory. But I
ch;ritabfy tried io asslrne that Levine lias inefely pfaying the rofe
of "devil's advocate.'t Bua Levine and I eor,fes?onded for the next
several months and I became increasingly cisturbed over r'rhat seemed
to me to be his predilecbion ior :he eritfaterrestfial exllanation.

In early Septenber, aftef' fearning oil Leviners c_ose relailons
raith llcDonafi. when he wa; ietiing his ?h.D. ai the University of
Ar-zono. I c',ic-o -o va: -/ ^.' t o 'f, o : 't-
ford, the Cofo.a6o prolect co,lt.ac- nor,itof ar t].c Ai' Fofce 0ffice
of S;ientific Reseanch. Ratchfori tolcl ne that he hinself had just
returned from Boulder and thdt he' l-cn and Condon had been equally
shocked to hear Levine ex?ress sor,e of ,lis vie\'is on UfOs'- only a

couple montils after he haal joined the ?r.oleci r'/ittr Pnesurnabfy an
open mind on the subleci.

lro I e c-I] , Yet he as
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"It lrobably is faira to say th;t [he scientisis on the (colo-
raoo) Droie, I I dnl:F f ro;,, ooen-:.,i ni oi-i "FilEE ]i convi nced
'Dellevars!' wl|rc.t .s d5 t' thol-L(, De... lLm4lasrs addecl .J

I asked Rarchford Inhat !.,oulq ;e .ione about ihe situation noin
that Leviners "pr.edelict:ion" had beer, 6iscover"ed. Iie repfreo tirat
the Air lorce lvas nainiaining a "nancs-oi,-" ?o,icy. It !,ias Coloradors
proble and i I ra^ )p o o.{lo a, :oi to l\ .ve :E) e .icj. Condon
had said that he would wr.-:i te Lhc i:iiaf conclusions an( thal_ Levineis
views !.rould be only olie oi maiy inpulis, tsy this means, pr\esunably,
Levine would be retained and I'contail-re.i. rr I rotd Ratchford that
this seemed a rrsl<y piail ar,ci inat -^vir,e nriEi,t we;1. !.irite a dis6ent-
ing report. (At that :oint I did not kior^r about Saunders.)

Ratchford said thai the Air force $7ou1d no-L: interfere .1nd
the USAf has scl'upulously nraintain ,l tl,,s h;rnds-off policy through-
a i- l-hF <f ,tt, atrh^rr.r I,e uc^_ .,u3 ,ee_r ll .'Arrrs :av^-i o "r\i-,jro
boy,'i trhen NICAP held a press confercnce on Apnii 30, 1968, to
denounce the Colorado stli.ly (foiioi'ir-.9:he;0Oi< ariicle), it did not
charge -ny USA| ''r.r''-..n c. I ec ica,;y raj ed _,,is lresrion-
at the press conierence aiC )iICAPrs Keyhoe absolved the USAi of any

tr^ .'h ,_er,s L Colorad..

The fact that Saunders and Levine were hined in the first
p1ace, rnat Cor oon an- .oh wi,a El-.a.nLf! ._o sloLr ro Jjs ovp|their
"pre<iilections" for the exrraierl.esiniai ;iy'pothesi6 and that the
men wefe netained Go long af i:er 'ahese factc became known, raises
serious questions aborit the :ucger'er,t aid supervision of ihose running
the project.

?h- first warning sifn--. coL u rove )ce- s?o,teo ea-:y in
1967, only a couple month$ alcer Lhe lrolect began, il Loli or Condon
had read the .Ian.-ieb. 1967 i6sue oi I{ICA?rF "The U.]'.0. Investiaator.rl
It sdid. i- ois^usc.ng ihe .olor ilo f ro:.,.,:

Pennaps that is rhe w.y tl.di irlCA/ inodghr i: ougr.t -o be,
but if NICAP was conrrect, this was d clear" viofation orl'the Colorado
pnoposal and contract to select scientists withoui previous "Predilec-
ii^hcfr ^. i.6 - ^i6. r (rr - y Lr ro L t _ 1i Ine rnembers oI
' rrg d L LUlrrcy u,ruElwdy
the jury lvere convinced that rhe defendant !.ras guilry !./ould be cause
for a mistrial ! )

The more impont.lnt issue .aised by"Jhe NICAiT statenent is liow
DID NICAP KNOI.J TTiAT SOI,i: MEI,IB:RS O; T;]; CO:O]TADO T;AM !.JERE ''MODERATELY
CONVINCED BELIEV;RStr ONLY A COIJPI,X MONTIIS AfTER TJI; TNVES!IGATTON BXGAN?

This indicates lhat 6one of tne scientists were feveaiing thei!
preor_LFcraofl5 er. "d. 

o?crrry sPUr LEU !y
Low or Condon) or secretly to NICF,P, rvhicn r.rtis one of ihe protagonists

T ,n.m^.rc ^ .:. a^l^:.^ nl ^i.. u,F r -o.tFrlv
talking or coDnunicaiing their views to iirCAP at Lhis stage, it should
have been cause for insrant disii,issai.

Yet these wdrnjnE s j.En. -s wet- r'o:i e'1, ntjl Ll,e fo1-owirg
year when the more overt dcts of di;,oja-ty to the project ltere dis-
covered and re6ufted in 6taif disnris6afs,



I had fiisa r.rrrticn to Df. Condon on tlct. f3, f966) sho.tiy
after Colorado had been seiected o coilouci tl,e L-i,Cy. I seni Con-
don copies of iiLy tno lfasr,a-LlFo afiicfes i'racin Avia.ion l\reek inagazine.
f saj.d thaL I was "ava:.Lable for clscussior,g wi.n your investigators,
ii [heir inierest \,iarran[s.'I Low re?iied on lec. 5, Ire said the
-'Tirl-, -.. ' 

'v 
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about Ufos. "

He added that I'Your tieo j.y i j ar ii'L:L.il'L j rl one ! and r"re r.rili
give it cfose aLtention in our invcst:.gation." Ii irould be eight
months later unti, Lo\r anc I ta-ked in pe,:soD. 'tnfil(e c'thers who
=ou-i y o o o o-ooo -o p.^ . i -. _ y.. o
occasionaf letters rnhich reporied nrr,J f,;1drnt5 rur.neo up ]]y iny
continuin€: researcil. oceas;onafly Lon !./ouid repfy nii:lr a request
for, rtor,e detaifs. I ther:'ei:oi.e assuned thai '.ire _Dfasiila nypoLhesis
was being given eqLLaf consioeraaion to tha- accorded ihe extr,ater-
restrial hypo'ihesis.

The iirst inciicatr'on ti,rr ihis i.,.igh i no'. be tl,e case cdrie
on .pr. .. D Do ,.. n ., on c.,-i " o
UFO symposium sponsofe.l |y ihe Ar,iealcan PsychofcBical -4ssn.

-, i- o-J.A]L]i|L)y

conducting a UF0 :iiudy. tiut lre rdded t,-r-: j ".li you specify a norl(-
ing }rv?othesis. it ca,r ,r r: ]'ou t.r :,::i: tle |ange o.' data i]i r,rlr:ich
., n:,F r, ;"" ;., " :;. --

Saunders then rdent on L'o gav: "."re i,ave teken as our exreal-
nentaf hvtothes:Ls the noi':oi iha: fr.i]s r'e Dre se,,f-_Jorf-- lili1a.g raeal and

the 'ndffr l,vDothe si s
so--ana, you nor.r have lwo .lfte|iatives to consi.ler,

Dur,ing the subserluent quesL:orl a.C ansltef period, I asked
Saunders if Colorado had not fedlfv -aken il^/o h\'totheses drld
rigidly finked then iogeLher. tr;;i,'t i' :o.5sibi;, I a5l(edJ that
Ufos might be "real" in ttre sense of beang freal( a'.mosphe'r'ic eiec-
tricaf phenomena, and not e:tir.aienraesinial. in otlier l^/o|ds, it
seened to me that the.iuai hypotllesis niiclr Colonado had selected

. i. 1ar UfO
d. ,d.. , -)a

SaundeaE gave a curj ..ius ..rrd coil:L1si;ig reP-Ly:
righi in cbserving thai tiis is a coriiposiLe l,./poi-.lesis consisting

-;--,^ .l- -^-- -r:..-,. r{r;-.,i--:;i-- r.rl:r -},a +.riof tr,;o Darts . lher'e i.s some cL,i,'icr.l-tr,/ a:i dec:cir; iih- L ihe tef il
treafr feally means in ihrg con-ext. if you inr:erprae[ 'r3.1f io
.m a-, o r - - OD e T o a ..

"On tl]e o_iher" hand. if .,7ou r'.rte.f r.e'rr '.eE1' to n.ean \atillL ;r.an
pe op re- interpre a'ibjiesfnial
intefliEence. 'iheIr ihiE ,)aariaru idr: laobleE allsaP.)ea].s t,lefel s

the ccndition ihai vou s'aaLe tJouic ire correct 'ahai ihese are t'nro
different things iil.e an al?ie anc an o.ange tr.aP?ed uP iogether

-ea v a on,a, .'. l oo.- c ..



-5-

ft seened to me chai it nas a goo,:r deal iofe than ;iereljr a
"semanaic paoLrlemrr ats SaLrialers secii.ci to Lilink. Afier 'ahe session
conciuded at afouno 4:3Ll ?.n., I rieut uf to SaLinaiers, introduced
myself and asked if ire couLd sp.rfe a iew iir:lnures'.o cnai. (,\t
the fisk of sounding im.nodesL, I iad th.ru!lii he miglt i"ieicome the
cpportunity to discuss tire flasma i:iieorlr and perhals to chaifenge
ne on some points, since this nas the iirsr iine that he anal i
had had any contact, )

But instead, Sar-rnde.s saic lte had pLans ior dinnen and thathe expected that sotne old fr.iencs in the .rri.lie;ice rnould r,ian.i totalk r,ri.th him. But he saii that if f ,.'ou:d wait, and if no ofdfrienrls came up, then he coulci chai wjth me. This turrreu our ro
be the ca:ie and in a fein ninuLes i\re r.ien c to the Lraf for aliout l0
minutes of di scus sion.

I,/hen I pr'essed Saundefs for a c]-earer exrlanation of his
ansr.ier to my original questic , ]re .:{!\11i e. tl.a. j.' he h;id l<nornn
who l,ras asking the quesLior he \.'oul d liave given a sfightly differ
ent response. He added i:ira! CoLoi.ado \da; iocltsing iLs r,alor atten-
tion on the extraterpesa,rial h./loilresis Decau5e t|,is tras tite oire
that intenesied iirost peopLe" IIe l_ra.:l no questions for me on lne
pfasma theory and so our discrlsstion ende.].

Thus, in ear-Ly Sepienber oi_ ft67, I tias )ecoiij.ng a iit dis-
iflusioned with the Cofcfailo pr:ojeci-. SaLln.jet s) one of the pr.inc:L-
pal scientists, had fittle if anj'inierest in'.lle lla6na hypothesis
and the project apirarently l./as.ievoting rnost o; iis efforts ao
p.oving, or disprov:ing, th-- extfaierf. striai iLV,rurhesis. By this
same time I had begun to have gr.ave ooubts ovet '.he objectivity of
Dr, Levine.

A nonth ear:Lie:., f had lrl nr, f,1 st rrc:tinJ watl, Lo\r (Aug. 3)
e!'r,,fu/-u'LrrJ,P'-r!1uL
dinnef and speni a couirle iours in dlscrisBioll. (As eariiei. siated,
in aff discussions r.,/i tlt Col-orado, I ha.l intentionally d\,oided asking
thern about their" aciivities an.i viel,is on tlte Dfasia lrypothesis,)
-on hdo DA- -,- :- _
tigation of ihe Socorro UiO case aDd to see sfideE taken at the site,
The onfy rneniion of I he lLasma i:heor:y dul];ng our: visit caine \,,,iren
Low mentioned ahat Dr. Condon rdas conslciera:Lng colvenin; a gfoup of
ol.a"md Dl /..(-s, ,1.'n; r..e .al. 'o n'-r _.i y-o 1". ..
Lo^ saio no.h-ng ..o.. -ir, irvi.-o .o JL:6,o d 5c) c,c tor

L'lab P!b5r!rar Ly.

After :L had taken Lcw io rie ai.por"i th;t ni6i,t, i had come
back and wri!ien a long nemor"andun lrliich sumnaaizcd oua conversa
tions and my onn personaf reactions. In this mer,o, for instance,
I noted that Lo\,,' had shornn no interest in the ll'eC Kiepura pLa6ma

-,,-pLer 6 of my bool..) This was a muftiple
witness case lihich f consiier to be o: higire:rr- c.ediiiiity, yet
Lo!./ seened.iisintefested in it. (I had tape lecofcrinEs of my inte.-
viant rt: Y-.t .i..\ --! a 1 ,a..)

1_ had gotten a curious re-.,._ i n nr],eir I slLo\,red Low the Childer
hose UfO photo (which alpe.|rs on the jaci(et oi my book. ) l{hen I
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iirst sho"r'cci ihe ?icrure io LowJ anc rtentionec ,.irai Childef}rose hadtofd me thai the inci.,ert occii.arecl wlii.Le rle tu,as l-.l.ylng thfough .Lhe
biggest thunderstorn lte li.ld evef seeii jn l,lof:it ,Ar,errci, Low repiiedthat it was not fealfy a v.-:ry )ig Lli,riccrstoum atr(i ih.ri, re l-,imielfhaci seen bigEer ones ii tlte A;iie.icait ,Llocj(ics. i was riisappoinLed that
I,:l,y:!a!-":"a" 9rncio,,s minllres afguing ovef this irrelevant ?ointlnstead oi tocusrnE l,is a!iention on .;]1e col.ients oi thc piccure,

- Low d:id, hoi,iever, ask itl-t I sen.l a copy of the cotoned printto Colorado) Irhich I did beiore the errd ol irirgusr, 1S67_

- BLlt in January ot L96E! sorr,e ii..,e nonrlts iaterj Lc,;!, caijed toask me to supply hin wjth rhe address aitil phone number of Childer_hose so that tlLei_. triiroio aiaiys; coulcl gct iuy,the. detaifs ffomn1m. 1 r.ras 3hocked L'I.-t inis :o,rentially iri,por,tan.. pictune hadappa.ently been tgnorcd ior sotne fivc lnonthr. fy J;Liuary, 196g,the project was in its clos:iig pjtascs arrd on.iy nor.r was the Childer_hose photo coming unde! scr,u!-j-ny, d.:spite.:he fact that it seemedto show a phenomenon uncat:rlogued by icientists.

^ In eariy May, l96Br dijrjng a relci)ioi,e coiversation tii.[h Lo\,/,he toid Jne that !/il1:iarr Vjezec of Sttr,aord ]iesea.ch Insri,[rjte,a subcont|actof to the Cofc,rado lrnc--ecr, l-,a.1 ciecided that the UlO
.1n the Childenhose piciul'e waE roL a jrLaaJma but a ,,sirb_sun."
vfezee was a meieorol.op,ist, I lras tolcl.

. A " s Lr r - s u-_r r., i s a l.e.FfectiorL of ihe s,in f1]oiiL a thin l.ayer. ofice cr,vstafs ;-,,: i vi.ibfe oni:r f.oti above the i.-yer. The
pnenoinenon reo,ulfes that ihe oblect (ina;e), ano iie siln itself)and the viewer (or canera) nuet -fl De -n.r ;iraj.gh. line. If
l^ ,n i .o!.oj.- .,--. l ---.1 , - ,nd ie

vae\^7er, tne object sin:fv c.-n no-- be a su)-sltnl

Anothef impoatant chaz,acienisiic oi .1 slb-sun is that theobject (image), when seen i-rorr, an airc.ait) alpears to move atthe same speed as -the air.borre obseiver until the aincr:.aft changesheading or r,oves beyonri Llie layer of ice crystais, a.l which .iine
the obj ect suddenly disappears.

I had eafiier considerec tiis sub-slrn ?os:rrlb:ilityr bui hadrejected :Lt for iwo reasons. ?rre noFi bas:c one is ihai the sunis lioT in iine l"'iti the carnera and rhe object inage. :vcn a casuafexamlnation of the sunlighi on the tluti(efstofn cfouds shorjs thatthe setting sun must be somcr,rhefe tc rhe fej:! (say be.Lr,een B o,clockand i0 o'cfock position. ) [I urge you -o ex.j;irine the ]acket pict-
ure yourseff to confifn this.l

Secondly, Chifder:hose haci originally iold ;iLe inat the UfO
appeared to be suspended (iixed) betr"'een soi:,e -:huide.clouds andthat Jt did not appeaf to r,ove. Tliis al.Eo !u'oLLfd ru.-ie our a suD-sun.If thefe is anything -;tat a.'.rac15 a,Dilo.'G attei.iion in ilight!
it is to see an uiknown ob,ecr l.rlirch al?ear.s to be fiy,rr5, trear his
olrn altitude, because it poses . ;rotentia L collision threar.

fn 1968, I r,.rroie again -to Ciii.icrho6e to ask hi Lo L|y ro
re-check his memory and tell me whether the oDject had seeme.i to
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be ilyin; aheac of his ;ircraii: Ii.e. sub-sui) or had seemed to
remain fixeci in one s2ot ovea !ie g,'aolinai. CLi,derhose nas never
taken any position as to LttaL r,re o)ject ]re pnotographed night be
and so he has no rrvested inrerest" in ej.tie|t,te plasna o1. suD-Bun
explanation. I emphasized i:hai I sough- o ly h.s besi recol-Lections

In his relrly o: June Lr , 1968, Chitdeihose said: ',To .Lie bestof my recoiiection) tire o}ject r:,cmaiited ljtaiionary, l. r"eel r"ar
nore certain about l-hat a6pect of rire sii.ltring than I do aboui
other aspects.I'

0n June 29, I sent .a copy of Chi,d.:r.nosers 1er'-e. io i-ow andpointed out that the c.uciai tesa of Viezeers sub-slll1 expfanation
i,ras fealiy whether, ihe sun uas irr'.he required posJ.tion, I said
that l,ihile Viezee mignt be an exper-ienced i..eteorologist, he was
accu6tomed to looking at cloiids fr.om the ground and it seeDted to
]ne that it l,rould Le mo.e pfoducL:Lve to gei.he vie.,rs of experienced
pilots r"iho are accustoned to lookirg a'i clcuds froJrL above"

Before Cofonado irrevocably labef-Leo tlie Childet ilose photo a
sub-sun, I ufged 1,or^r 'ro tal(e the picture :o ,ihe Denven airlor.t
and show it to a numler of er.refi.rncecl ?ifo'.s. T told hin that if
a majority of the pilots interviel,red agreed ihat the sun nas realfy
in a di.ect line (12 o'cl.ock) J then I woufd r,nithdr:tl"i my o;jections
to cafling it a sLrb-sun.

But I sensed that Low l.ras au).ious i:o rr'ii-nd u! the study and
get on witn the fong tinaf repori, and fea.ed ihat he wouid not
take the time to conquct the pilot expefj.nent I had lfoposed.TlLis despite the fact that the Chifde.hose pho.o nighr show the
very plasma phenomenon at the rooI of tie UiO myste.yl

An.i so, on Juiy 2, I dectdeG to concrict the ex?erinenr nyseff
at l.iashingtonrs National Airtort, with senio:r. United Air Lines anda: :noq ,.. ,, i.to.tns ,n Lne
cockpit,

I started lrith Ca!i, llor.i...d ljayesJ tie UAL chiei pilot in
\dashington. iifst I exiilai.ned that th:s uas ilci a tnicl. and tLat
ihere tTas no I'rightri o. rrril.ong'r answar. i sii..pfy wanted him io
carefully study the Ch:ifder.lose lrrol o j rle .uff,Sht on the clouis,
and tell me where he thought tire srir v,,a s locaied. (I nade a small
black overlay io cover up the Ul:0 ;jna!le- itseft so '.he liiots could
focus their attention on the snrnounding thundercioLrds. )

Aa(^ -- l. \ \: .v.. _ i nal ..- sun
r,ras somerrhere to the ieft (in the non-sub-sun rosition. ) f then
'o.ln-m .h. - r..-,o c- o- o-. - - .--.., t.i - r OS-ng
that someone ciaimed ihe sun rJas .ea11y cie;o a,1edG (12 o'clock),
was that possib:Le'i Mayes again sr,uiiied the picture and said ihat
h- ri- no Ln;- ,o; .ne r ^a5 o..-/...- o i,- e

Mayes then called in rhrce otrfEr ex e,ienced lifots, one-py-one,
and the experiment Lras r,epeated. 4! a,freed, the sun lta .
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Next i fcpeated tlte ex:erirnent liith ihe American Airfines supe'-
intendent of fiying, Callt. Id.:. lettlry. ,1is i'.pp:'aisa1 itas iden'ical
to that o; the iour United cai,taiils. ;ive out of f ivc aglreed that
the sun was Sonelnhere to the lcfi -'"iliich ruled oui tlle sub-sun Possa-
bifity. (llhen eaeh iest was coii?-leI'e, il.1e ovefla]' covering the UF0
was r-e.o.r"d so each p:lfoi cor.i.L.ar s iudy it an(l eaci t''as dsl(ed if he had
ever seen anything fite it lefo|e. lloi oie oi them had--in over
75,000 liours of cock.)it ij-me' nlLLch of i-L :Ffc'n'n over the F.ockies.)

I tape recorded aff oi tlese inte."'ie'is so that Coiorado would
knon that I hacl not coached the ilirots lJr niy !;ay or ililuencec
their appraisal.s. I seiL'. a co?y oi tli;s ta?e to Lc"r" l{hen next
\^'e tafked by phone, Low sai.d'.ha; as;r fesuit of iie td?e Lecoidlng
ancl pifot experimeni, Colorado rnoriid not firnly fabel the Childerhose
UFO a sub-sun, as thel' had earl-ier plar,ned' Instead, the report
would say thai-Lhe objec'. iooked like a sul-sun, but thai the sun
did not appea! io be in the reqriired location.

And so I expect th4t the Childerhoee U;'0 photo i"r'il1 be iabeffed
as simply "unexplained. "

Coiorado did convene a coniei'ence oi Pi:lsina lhysj.cists in mid-
October of 1967. This l,Jas alrPro:iiinaie iy a year after the proiect
began and six months before ihe j.nvestigation was eonpieted. I tnas

not invited to attend.

thus T rio no\' l{oo\.r whe'.her tllc ?lasma ?hvsicists !rere shoun
the Chil.ierhose photo io open .heif ey{:s to ihe !osslbillty that
nature may }e lro.lucing plasmas ii;iich are r'illca.aiogued by scr-ence'
Non do I know whether ahe scierltl-$ts liere gho\'rn the '.wo Lucci photos
(Chapters 2, I and i4 of my bool<.) shor,iing plasna-iike objects,

I doubt l,rhether they salt tie L'icci lhci:os' because these al-
reacly had been f.aie11ed a hoa]. by one oi Coloradoirs sub'ontfacto's!
a photo analyst naned \diiliam ]lalrtmann ai the L'nivensity oi Arizona'

Tilis I fear:ned in ]nid-sePtenber:, 1!67, dur'ing a telePhone con-
versation with i,o\^/, althougx Levine i,ao hinied as ir'uch in one of
ouf conversations in nid-s;riLme., The Lucci pho!os r\'ere one of a
handfui that NICAP beiieves to 're aiitheitic, and thein alpraisal
wa€ based on a detaifed inves.ig.rtion by fuof Wiflian 1"/ei-tzel'
the chairman of their ?ittsbtlrgil stibcommittee lleitzef had a rePuta-
L ion .ior InoroLgl n'-9.

I tolcl Lot^/ that; ha.l pfanred io r.ise the Lucci phoios in ny
upcorning book. I eoufd still ?uf1 thein out if f nere convinced that
tirere wls even a 50/50 chance oi tieir being hoaxes' I askeo if I
might calf Hartmann clirectiy to discLL'sE the Lucci photos and he
gaie *" p"rmission. I called fater ihat afternoon and Hartmann and
italked for an hou..

llant;nann told me that as soon as he hdd fooi'ed at the second
of the two Lucci Photos, he hao sus"Jected ihat ii inas notliing more

than a tnhite saucer being held in the tafm oi a human hand'

user
Sticky Note
Klass was convinced that the two Lucci photos showed a 'genuine plasma UFO,' while Hartmann of the Colorado Study suggested they were hoax photos of a plate and somebody's hand.



After I moved to the Washington, D.C. area in the summer of 1972, I had the opportunity to discuss this at length with Klass. I was agreeing with Hartmann's analysis, while changing only a few details. I produced a pair of duplicate "Lucci photos" using this method, and Klass admitted that he now agreed with me that they are hoaxes.



In the winter, 1998 issue of the International UFO Reporter, published by the Center for UFO Studies, John Lucci confessed to an investigator, Mark Cashman, that the famous UFO photos were hoaxes. 
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ilartmann said he had i.ied to recrreate ihe second ;ucc, phoro by
this means. It nas io'; ccin)ietely successfLf, he said, bJt good
eno!l.h .o -on\'-, hi... . .,.- p-.o o w- e .odx-s.

Liartmann failed Lo convince ri.e bLL :lle dtl, cast a sufilicient
cfoud ovef the pho'ros ttr.-.- i rreclieo 1,o Jr,dke ny orn1] investigation
and rnade pfans to visit tseaver.,, rrn. r dher,e ihe Luccis li\/e and \^ihere
the photos nere iaken. -n prep.,r:a.ion ,or. ry trip, I made a nunber
of telephone calfs dufing Lile next seve.ai days.

fn nearly evefy ifrstance, I ciic.orered that other,s had sus-
pected a ioax iJhcf tnc/ L irsi sa!.r tlie Lucci photon, but after ntaking
A moro _ro A.-r - /-. i''t- -o. : n" ..,or.- -,r ..n ..

One of these r!'as the reirortera ior the ileaver newspapar r,Jho
had ltritten the article on the l,ucc:i photos ancl UFO r:eport. Anothen
\.ras Vlil:l iam lleitzer oi- 1\ICl!P !"'ho descri'ed his o\dn intensive effort
to spot a hoax--r./iLhouL srlrcceJa.

ldhen I visited tseaverr I talked wiih the tr';o ne\..ispaler photo-
graphers Lrho n-d first aiaiyzed iire lhotos. 'Ll,ey toLo me of their.
o lnl ial .L f ion ....o :. a,....,6i oi p,ir , r" 'ndifferent contrast fevefs in.,r cffoft '.o L;o1 i- hand or sonething
supporting the "UiO". Af'.er" sever.al dalrs oi investigat:ion, they had

tFu i,o .6 pd 6. 
-.u i r,:-

They tofd ne '.]rat Jiil Lucci ha-d bfoug].,i.-o';he ner.rspairer the
cor,pleie ro11 oi #120 frL,m and iiiaa oiriy the fif6t tino fr,anes, shor.r-
1ng the UF0, liefe ex?ose(i, Tlr., -c_,1 .r'i{ 1l l-aii,es were unexposed.

t Lh- boys .ac go.o o oL .o . _ , ." dcl
to ma}e hoax UlO photos, it seeineil inosi iLnl:ikefy tirat they would only
shoot ino pictufes and iher, !e :o co,r,-id':ni t,1at tney had rnade detec-
tion-proof Uf0 photos! thai t,rey rioLr-d !,-bte tlLe last i0 frames of
the roil of filn. As the irwo neir refirir6ed;i,e, ex?erienc.d lrofessional
photo8--r Le- s --\ rvs s,oo :r.o :'..r o- -:mp-e s-^no.
To be sur- o- [e..-ng one B od -- a.

The photographers poinied or.ri tha'. bes:des Jim Lucci zlnd his
bnother John, t\'/o other ieen-aIe fr"-cnrs l ad reen paesent when ihe
pictures were nade. fn ihe irter\er1ng L o year.3, there had been

'r.-, l -.o " .i o---r.ng ,- o.h-- boy,
the chance to "tattle" and ex?ose a hoax, B\rt there had been no
< .h . ^, - ^ -.\ta: :.

\dhen I in_ienviewed Jim Lucci, l,is trother John and fatet their
f ather , the f ail"lef 'Lof d iirc .ha a he had Deeri out o ja '.he city r.then the
pictures rere taken and \rhen he iirst saw inenr he ilimself had sus-
Decfe.l thev misht bF.: ho.,x. !;re iaihe" told me that he had tried
aepeatedly to recreate tnem, using soup ?iates illuminated internally
with a ffashbulb--but had faifec to do so.

When I v,sited the Lucci hone and e;ra;j-r,e<l tlie 'aopograPhy! I
found that the trees visible iii the UJO ?hcioE afe sl'ating on a vety
high cliff just behind their.house. Tlias iiieant thai the camelra l^/as
elevated at an .--r: of ap?foximately 30 degrees which r^/ould make it



even more difficulr io lrolcl a lrhlte saucen in a hand and raLt itdornnward for the head-on vier.r requireci to t-eci.eate rhe Lucci photos.
0n the spur of the mo;ien.i, T aeked Jin Lucci i.f I coufd usenas camera and one of hj-s rnotherrs wiite Falucefg to tr,y to nake anoax-duplicate of itis ;-ictures. young Lncci could )rave tofd me thathe couLdn't find rhe cantera--since 1t belongs to his brother i"/ho novllives next door--or" that he had no ijfm. :ii fr" Oij,, t, So we lientoutside and shot a dozen pictures fron rouZJ:,J]-iiEtEii 

"p;; 
j;;;;'

l::ll f.ig: \,lhen tl,ey wcr-e deveroped, they siowed onry a crudeaPProx_Lmat-Lon ot ihe or.i)i:nals aic \'\,ct-e tecl:;l:cal ry d.i.icjent insovera 1I lor'.n; ae-,1-C1s..- ...:. , j. U...,-ir,.:On. f oap rcpear_aattempts to recreaie the {tao piotos wiilt ny o$/n calrera, but ilwaysthere were inportant discrepancies.

I wroie to ilariman;t io teff hln ihat ;riy own on_the_spo.t investi_gation.pnonpted rne to beiieve the photos l,ie;e ar.r.thent1c. I sent him
:.9ip]-i:"1: of ,ity iape recor.ding of rny iaterviews t,,/ith the LLiccis,w.rtn tne_nenspaper phot o tjrap ltcr.,s ar.d o!-he.s. i a160 sena him a longreport showing nty or^in repeated atten?ts.to !e_create the Lucei phot;geonetr"y and pointed ou! !,7hy I did riot thinj< the originals had Leenor cor.rld have been created with a saucer and a human hand.

. . Hartmann reiiied e-frrl' in October of 1967 an.j totd me that henad Deen nuch ioo buiry analyz;ng otl,e., noae inportani ULo photosto even fisten to the Lucci tape recordj.ig or.c; stuoy my report.(The latter would have taken no nore thiin 15 ninutes to r.ead.)
\aihat r^/e]]e these rior,e ilrlpo!taiit Ui0 photos that \.iere occupyingHartmann? one vras ihe seriei ot six p,,oios aaken at i.ort tselvoirin the mid-Lg50s, l,/hicn strow-a.UIO shaped fike "-"f,oof" hoopi which6eems to be enveloping itself irt a sirarge c1oud. Bui NICAP itselfnad retused to authenticate these photoc and the story told by theman \dho had taken ihe pictures lias fit;ed rrith inconsrstencies.
The other sefies oi I'lto pho.tos which ilartnann founcl exciting

:.ra: th9 9ne taken by iiei:t.in ai Sani:a Ana, Calii. USAF photo anaiysts
l:9,lio:1I?d the.pictures. a lLoax) and Eeiiinrs story contained ma-jororscrepancies, alihough lhese did not seem to bother. Harinann. ;;ract, 1 gathered that il,intmann was inclined to believe the Santa Anaphotos were authentic and did indeed show a spaceship shaped like astrai4'-hat ! Hartnann woulc later., change his nind.

ljow couLd I motl.vate Har'tfialra to give so;ie time to the Lucciphotos--if only to Listen to iny taped interviews and .ead my report?j-9.9i99d against seeking.-ow's iniervention because of my iong'_stand_1ng po.trcy of not attex,pting to tefi or 6uggest to Colorado ho; itshould r,un its investigation,

_Per.haps f cou-Ld notivate Hartmann tO tackie the Lucci photoson hi6 own tine--on weekends--inith a rrrage:r, so that I coulct reacha "go, no-go" oecision on the Lucci. phoios beione my book went to press,
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So, T i{rote i;ar L,'ianll to say illai I ltaE Pre!afe.1 ic Pay iiir,
$500 ii he could recr'eaLe boih of tie i !cc:L Pho'.os iiy "-rick ?ho'.o-
graphy! using a hanC an6 a-iiTl e sauce'-, o;erating under the sane
constraints i:ha I ap::ied to t],e l-ucci fictri'.s (such as ihe 30 oeg.
inclined canera ang1.e), pr'ovidrrg i,e :-roduced -tie tr"'o recreaiiolls
i.rithin the nexi 6| dayi (my Lrooli dedd,"ne.) I f,rriher ofiered hin

-_ iaifeo to succeed- [o reirniurse hin for
the cost of his ;i]m an{. :laarh ;rilbs. In otnef ',ro!os, Ii;r.t tnann
coL^d no po .- r. .o - !.,. .o : '.

Iul:thermofe, I s,iid .iat any pholos corliDg oui o,' tfe!e e)'peri-
ments wouid be i:ire iiro?er.i]. of i,he Uiiversiiy oi Cofofado.tnd that
they !,/ould have firs'i ?,r!lication ri!r]:ts io tnen. I merefy l^ranted
to see them to convince nyself Lha. the Lucci Photos cou]d indeed
be recreated .is ilartinann befiel,e.i ft seemedto ne tirat t}lis pro-
tected CoLofado' e jnterestE adequaEely.

A copy oi this coffesPoilriei.ce ua;i seiri to :ci'/, so tha i he
would be fufiy informe.l. ilut on Oct. -2, Lorn iTzote me.1 ]rafsh
letter saying thai this I,rouid }e a col',ilict oil interest situation
if Hartnann r.7ere to accepi' Low'rj 'etter said, in ,iart:

IIt is thus no]: a)pfopr:iat-- :or you i.i offef pavnenis _.o

Ilartnann or Levine (:i lr.rii m.-de .r si.;.il.ar oil:er to ]r:.;;i.l -o a- tenP l:

'ao simufal-e the Lucci pho-'og.alhs, bui oi cou.se you can aj,( us !o
do it fr,ee. lle rril' do ii if r.ic ti.ink tildI la I,liii cona'n1}Lite sone-
thing inpontant --o our kncr'k,lg-.e ajcl iir.c,9 r'sT ar4iii- o,--ln'- -
]en, but if we consic,e:' ne |ave a,aeel.ly ieaaneal as nucn as lte can
iflthe auihen'ricity anri i1i of;l..- io rta 1 coiteni of the i,licci Photo_
graphs, then r.ie wiL] not oo any"iing :iu.the.. Ii 13 !I!!31::ly
iiart*.n"' s {iecision n'hethe r "e Go or .ion'i . " t t;;r;al;-azEdll

".,.contribute sciiiething ijn,lortant Lo ouL knor./1eCge and
unclergtancling oi tie UfC ?r:ob1ern..."; ii iihe Lucci pho-fo.r are authen-
tic, they reveal a pfasr,a or. oi;le. plrenomenon ldhicti is uncatalogued
by science. in other. words, iheir PoientiaL payol: is gfeat.
O; the oiher hand, the othe. UFO pho'.c.'r occupying rlartmannrs atten-
tion ai that '.ime l"'oul.i nerely s]rc\', inat it is relativefy easy to
hoax such rhoios--l{hich even NICA? itseli readify adnits.

But the most silocl(in:{ siatetnerti l^ras L'he r:enark thai "it is
primarily rlartnannts oL:cision ''hether 

ue do of don'i (analyze ihe
Lucci lhotos. ) r' It secmec t. -.- !,t:,l rtt: !I: !!-f

On the stfengtli of ny c:itens:i-ve on-_che srot iivestigatior' and
my subsequent unsiccessful ef;o.ts to cfeate the same Igeornetfy"
oi ttre Lu""i photos usir,g a saucef ancl a har.dJ I decl'le'i to leave
the pi-rotos in my book (an6 to ada a-few or.'js aliout my efforts to
authenticaie them. )

i er?ect thd-J the Colorado re?or1- wa1l. say iha-! th' Llrcca
pbotos coulo be hoales. I Inus'a '^ra-t ilo exami:ie ii.rraL-nannrs !e-
created i.ucci photos to see whetner he has inceed duplicaied them
cfosely or only crr.rdely, \dnich I under:stand _'/i11 be in the neport'

anaLyzed shouid bt oies cal"e-'ully sefecico Lry Lord oa uondon to
P ann
hin,seli
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Desliic ihe foregoing, I believe that iiy reiaiicns lrith Lol^/
and the Colorado IJrojec-. geiierdliy lrave ieen quite amlcable and
the dijrficulties cited aae tie erce?t,ci, fatier th;r, ihe rule.
After the nanuscript oi ny lrook was cori,pf eied, I invesiigatec
the Monrc'e Couirty, l'iich. Ufo sigirtings anc ihe South ,.iitl., \ta.,
case and sent deiaiLed anaLy.res of the cases to Colorado, as r,re11
as to the USAI's Project 3lue Bool(. Low pi.aised boij1 highly.
(A11 reports, da-.a! ta?e recorcing6, etc. have been supplied to
the pfoject rnithout charEe, )

I tried to be iolerant of nhai alle-red io te shoricotiings
in project direction because i recognlzed Lhe inherent oifficuities
of the aGsignment ar,d the fact that Low ilaeed hostile critics in
many quarters. (MeDonafd begai to ct"iticize the Colo.ado project
pubficly as earfy as April 1968.)

Having "heid my tongue!r fo. the pasi t\do yeais, f ieef fesE
compunction no\,,/ in lutrirg ny thougits in writing.

Some critics o; ihe Colorado projeci: have sLrggesie.i that the
L.lniversity Lrnderrook tlr- pr,ogran ro curi'lr favotr rdith the USAF in
the hope of beinE rrfeirald.(i" with liicr,:.iive .esearch gfan'.s. I
f o_nl\ .i. c - ._ ., ,c o n,-re
c :-^ : : ::... -. - o .o .o o -'L'le hari.lilil o: unive.sitr'-es rnhich
do get large militar:y conll.acts) such as l'i.I.T. ana. t],e University
of Michigan) have spec.rLized anc extensive comletence on carrpus
in areas of sleciai sig, ificance to niliaafy technoLogy.

If, as I suspect! Low _nias Lhe s?al:l<?1rig resronslble iof teiting
Colorado officials 'ro bid on ilre ?folect, I thinl( his only nor;va-
tion was the ho?e of focusing fdvorabLe ?uIL-c ditention on the

J or.u ! ..,o , ...a ,,1 ,,u ornn crree-.
But T do noi think ihe rnotiv.tions wefe ary inore 'rnefar,ious'r than
these.

If Condon and i,o\,r rrere "drs-befj.eve::s'i at ;he siart, neither:
n. .i- , -j , ,': rL [ecled .o
nir s-: o. o- .o., -.. lno on- -n.l-di "Nl'AP ano \cDona c - rj- .o.," o. ..- l- e.

S-' a. t - _ -:- O

a nrorking hypothesis that put .,,a-oI. enphasis on.he extz'aterrestr'iaI
'- ..'_rs sta-aemeilt u?as accuraie) instead of,tl PU L"c-!: \ d-ru,"11LA Dau,,!s

givin- -q,.1 a .ar,:*on ro , o. ,--r ' ,-*., ,vDo .- i..

Benefittang i!'orn iindsight, the pfoject suffe.ed iror, fack of
su!ervis,on, it seems to,,,e. The USAF cotifd not provide it without
D-.ing c^e.ge , n:.-.-1 ' ln -. . .:.' .' Pe" ..D- a I-r'o-l-l I ad-:nv
of Sciences shouid have beei aske.i 'Lo foam a ?anef to monitor the
Colorado p.ao ec_ ar iL- ; .--, --on.
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-tn the spriig of i967, lont before I knew of the problens
thaL were oeginn ng 1o \la{Jo che Colordoo project, i,,.rroLe in

h^^1. ^n n )nte ,,dP LEr ur

"No matter i,rhat the University of Colorado fincjings are,
f'm sure .nar rh- mysrery q 11 no. re ^r,ded a-o rha furtt er
studies wilI be needed. "

Bdt t 6 quer- ion aL thi" poinl Ls who !'rgulJ be vriflir,g to
conduct follow-on studies, even assuming the Govennment wene i^ri1f-
ing to fund them, and I/n noi sure ihat this is the case.

the bd.sh c-: cicis_l dir-cced .. :].e Univer. -LEy o, Coforador
at Condon dnd Low, in ihe John lu;ler d.:icle 'n Looh rilaB-r,ine
is but a snall sample of the bitter charges that wi-t1 be made
after the reporl becornus pLblic. Ac<ied to rhis wirl be the

sF.., ..-c <-.- ,a trF - , Lli - ,ed.LrrdrEje- r" d Dev' Dt

I !,ronder if any respected scientific gtoup or university
rvi11 be lrilling to undertake arotbe. Ufo study--seeing what they
can 6xpeci un-ess lhey brl.ng in a verdic. iavorabfe .o the ex'Erd-
terrestrial hypothesis.

Jin McDonal-d, Dn, Allan Hynek and lerhaps a few othen scien-
tists who are eithen ardent "believen6'r or lean in ihat direction.
are not onfy wiiling but anxious to undertake a fo1low-on study.
But I woufd hardly expect it to be an objective or an effective
investigation.

The6e, then, are my observa_tions on the Colorado Project.
Some of rhem may be suDjecr Lo revlsion afrer Lhe report becomes
publ-ic, 0Lhers are not likely to De.

{eDIalB Lvr, !, L ,

November 30, 1968
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iir. lle,vid Aslt{ia
P1agnarlalr ila.0ooct

Dear Darrlgr

I ,nanted to Se? a lew ryord€ i"uto tho {:o4don iioi,grt coEtroversy, l'lang
of ihe poiut€ th€ three of, yolr havs 

"a*Eed 
are vert/ vaJ,ldr but I lrould

:{ke to dltter a b1t i4. irterpretation.
lhil hag ofteo lado the Folat tirat th€ studyls tra:ia objectl"e waa

to act as a J urJ' to decide tlle que6tj.olr of, jtrIt yoe or Do? l414lc tlda
jna'' t€ how lla.oy peslle have lrte*tretod the reportr asd thl,g ls gglgjglI
saundera| vievr ot tt, I have the diatinct i|BpressloE that Dr. coudou aLd
iihe Air forc€ !€gard ii othcfflse.

On the yer't ft-t'st page 1]n. dondon sritaer trd,s iildi-cated by l-ts titlet
the sn]1hg'gls of tlda €tudir has beeo to learn fx$nt 8I{] ropotttJ aeythllg that
eoqld be coqrridered as addiug to eclc$tltic hr:lo!.ll-edie. gur €ici:oral
co:lcilr61oe ie tliat uctbl]lb hac con:e fns thc etudy of l]r\)rs :i:r tbo pa6t
21 years tirat hss aidcd to 6clcit-i r:i c {:Dor'/1edc6.t CaI6fu1 colr€lderatLen
of tho record as Lt ti, avail.aue to uo leada us to concLude that furtbex
ert€asl,ve stBdy of rjlor$ probabty can:rot be Juirtifi€4 in the e*peciatlon
that Eeleace wil:l be advaoccd tltet eby. fi Celtaln-ly i,au:rderg aeccFtcd
the lml que6t as lds o1.'n t&t;.Fpetatior of tbe pvope!'dj-rocu-on of tho
6trdy, but iloldonrB tutereEt end l}urpqoe le clear. Iie wa[bed to eee Lf
the etugr of glD.,$ 1s lLi!o]-y to adv{.ri}co scierilce. ge cou}luded tlat it i€
eotr ae wruld I, !d th ti€ l,$!1tcat1til thai tlna a$d Inolley .li)cnt iryil4; to
adva.nce Eclcace tbrosEh iili! r$ viou.ld '!e no.re Frol'1tablt el,6evhe!e.

gcte4t1$te havo bee! 1{rohi:19 ovei' lJln) repo}t6 f,ot oveF 21 years noltt
:-:rld what has boen learr€d frcll then? 0n1y that ljepula. Ja4ty and n"tde6lroad
Fubl,lst ty eaa glve rise to aa astoul.:lq€ nuuber of exr'onccus, tholagh
apl:atently lol,lable reports. get 6ven thls ie llot new kuovredAe- daLag
rosealch oE witehsraf,t ot sup,rastitlon !'t:1i 5t1olr tirat alr:,ar{)l:ltl'y rclalble
peoir],e ca.B x'epcrt vcry iEaccuxatoLy. rlaay vrrl-ters have irolllired thl-tJ out
lorg be to'o tile cu!:icqt UIO crazet charles l-a,c](qy (fBlrl)r !.!drcv t-eh€oa
';nr[e (1896)r .io6epb .tast]ow (1956)] nei'gei i!v€-4s (1946). t]e on,Ly lnte]est
the .d3 !-orce hes in Util0 rg 16 to 6ce vhethcr tley po6o a tl:reat to
ratl-odal" Eecurj.ty. sl-hce the U$:) evidence illat hag been preeerted so far
is 60 dketchy 4od r.|ltreliabler a:!d -hysicai crrldDrico l-6 e tire.iy -aciiln8t
ts it elry ir.-rder that both the 'iir loree aed l-!ic pbysac:sts have decj,ded
t h,at u€rely s'rudyind U.!11 r€:po1't6 i5 a reilto cf tfute?

It is unque{:tioaa.bly trus thst ue riiay 8et soine new ir1f{r}"ljatioll oa
atlicsphsrie plael3ao and ra-ro !,etcn xolo:i cal theuo$(jaon by studyl:lg tl&

"eporta, 
but evcn h-to $c' are :iot li-lis-|y io ra.iie e Sreat breaiilhttugh.

Thc roa6o:r for ttli€ 1E the.t '.thea an I'IO relort iE] Nutncd iBt lve hare !o
ili.i..!::g.iAT,rji; liacri.ti,t r.iiA! ?n '!';u;tsg(xs) i.:loucll.t fi.q/Jlr;l sAv/. r;e can divc
thelr a lle Cetcctor teat ijo 6e.' Li tlie:/rre lyiagr but hc,u carl l'r'€ tvelr tel'l
l-f tb€i" :elort ts ac.utate iil tilc lirst llace? lhe i.rI'E l"ilvestleator 1a
faced rylth sc iiaqlr .i.nsta:ice,s ol a".arc_.tly rcllabic rrltllcrsle6 Geeiog Itspot,sH

rotating oa the ourjace of terlue (naked c;'c, yctJ)t lviudoge on xe_e$teliag
satelll{esr f1a$h:uc lL5hts o1r !faa,!e6r eontrad!ctory d-i 5 taf ce-41z@-6pc e'l
corre}qtiotrg ihat only iiie aos'e laieve v/ou.Lc1 today aaJscrt tlat ve eioul-d
bci'leve that a hugo UlD hovcred clJ:cctly ovcr a road Jrlet bocnirse o?!e or
r:lore lrj"tne.roe6 th;lrght it dld. ';be condon report had onc r" tjlt d'::sc'ibe a
Z i 1 tt. plastic bag as ?5 feet 16ng a.c bl.i8hter the'i car lieadlLihts'
It it lre!"o not for Botac lrqre acirurate o]e rv:ir€ who {{leo llai'i iit 

"'rculd 
tid's

Robert Sheaffer
Sticky Note
Dr. David Ashkin of Long Island was one of Klass' UFO correspondents at the time. He had criticized some of the explanations offered by the Condon committee. Here is my reply.



pago tvo

4ot b€ & truly epectacul,a.r rclas$lct ltItl r to ba e)rlloltod ty lilCAP, AI'Ro,
&1d the {hc.e buncb? ehus the ItlO lnvosti3ator l.a faced vith a ttlrible
dj.IeBira: lrhen LEveeti€attrg a tlu.Ly €pectacuLer relortr do ne 6qy ecloncg
1s $rotrg and bellevc tilo lil-toeq;esr or do wo 64y the !tl-t eaEes ale lqi6ta-ken
and bc1levc scieBce? I would leaB totiatd tlie latter. i.Jr €iudiea lBto the
rhisto:'Nr of noDaenagtr hq.v6 coovtnced Inc tha! lar rlole reLl,abl-e ropo,:tg of,
$Ltchcraflr gi-rosts, alchenyr rriracle6' :igP, dossl-4g, Eaglc, .-[d tho }lke
exist thd,n tho evid€ace coirloDly iuvolicd to deqon€traie e f,€rntaatic U!!
roJrstcry, a-nd that to ac e]}t obe 16 tc accolt thc! a11' throwilg ratloqality
arld ocientif,i-c a.thod out tbo vir1dol?.

Csttj-u6 back tc y6ur 'avld, your co'1i:lnr1t6 ol vlta€ades r€Polftitlg
autonobllo fal.lu-re 6eclt to ovcrlqoli iiil i:ottaat loldts-that theae lheBonelca
have b.on lelortod for na&y ocie;alon€ iirat ve lruo!1 ta bo Jlet j,,lEh ordiaaw.
.Did you 

"ead 
o11 pago 6J of tire ionooq leport Ebout tho fel.Lov ttho roported

tbat a hot-a.!_r bal.:ocl! kiockod cUt hi€ tclopilo!.ero! pa€e 98 tvhar€ sllneEsos
lc]'\otted that a!1ma1s aDd tci(jlhonei: !/er.) afr()cted U/ bllds -nd plastlc
baaio n6? Can arry of thc6e !'.lorts te bejloved? Il eorgldch cnee?

fl ff " 
r'/ltrl(rs. sqy6 that qfl UID calte

he niade an elr.or l-i1 jndge::a{t, or d(,e3
v:! sl tore?

dorvn to 5OO feat, doea lt Eeall
it nearl rve have cxtral.l:: e 6 trlal

llhs aaaLysis
c1sln that tidB
tsfe that bleahs

st tlie &ia6.]1€6ixa LE sol,ely ic denonstratc tha! :,oreruorts
n.:tal ts of c xtla lstloetrl al purity is meri:ly ailothea crazy

dosn rrDd.:rr Ecietllti{ic ]].1ra.l-ysL6.

-s f.rr ibe .r'eportod !)x6Lne falaulegr aro .no t.J bo]irve ti1at a feB
r,j.lacsee8 arc rrrooer or tl:at all- scietrtisLe at'c !i! on8? !]hieh ls [ore prcbable?
Ale ve ao Dc€tu]atc a 3lcli .lolce tc exi,La.ia tL1€? Sha]1 the tol'ca be
csqs{:jrvatlve, fG!.:ovl.ai: tilc i4v,rr !e 6qua-ro -La$? iihat cirEcluslon id tlre j.east
ulr_'rk€ Ly?

OD i:hc. queetirlr of $caic bc.ri6, the 6i,Jry ia3 pre6e:it hrorgled8e lnallcates
that Alt i.lACI(Jscoi,iC liitgls ttav.rfLing lhrotgb the atEosplrero plgduce a
6ord.c Looa. lllhoE a rcchet tDa'tc16 str4iSht up a$ay fJ'oEt an ohservet, ho ig
insLde the couo ot the bosd aad r1ot in a tosltlo$ to hear lt. Sclentldt6
vril] contlnue tD be.l,l-eve thls j.a.y, untll evidence le Irge6ei:ted to shov Lt
Lncorteclr(s-ad so farr no:ie hag).

And so, f,oJLorv Plad arlatrE, I just raanted tc! expres$ ny v!. ers that for
a1f Ltr ohortcoBiilij6, ttle Lordon repglt stLil coetaLn€ a vaat wealtb of
i;ctcntiflc a4alysis of the UtrO sltuatiotr. !'ihy donrt Yre iu6t i6:1o!€ the
cooglu6iio]! and ecnce:itlate upoi! the dfeat quaotl-iy of uoelul iafofinatlolr
containerl theroin? A.]'l factE cousld aedr lt 5t11i .ell'eaeats tbe ]argost
ecieFttfic studf oJ UiO ls ever ulldei]'ltaltellr and as ruch coD'ir{lln6 a ]ot of,
vaLirable lnfor,iatlor for tlie ecLel]tlfically lqcllltgd ulo lnvostlgator.
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t-cct !,rlshoe
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