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PHILIP J. KLAss
560 ',N srREEr, S_ W.

WASHINGTON D C 2OA24

January lE, 1970

Dr. J. AIlen itlnek
Northuestern University
Evanstcn, I11. 60201

Dear AIlen:

The big snovstorn in Boston over the Christnas period delayed rny arrivalfor-the AAAS rnecting until the evening of Dec. 26, s; I nissed ihn uio p.".,
conference held on the morning of Dec. 26. Thus i do not know wnernet you lrerecorrectly quoted in the subsequen! newspaper articles, such as the one thatappeared in the Dec. 27 issue of The Boston cIobe.

"Ihe study of 'flying saucers...could suffer a serious setback if the Air
l:T""_ d"..g?y: the.secret portions of 22 years of records of unidentifled flyingobJects [Ul:os), scientists said here yesterday. prof. J. Allen Hynek..,said sorie
punchcd sunnary caids already had been destloyed. He and a colleague, prof.
Thomton Page of hesleyan University, asked that aIl UFO r.ecords be preserved andnade non-secret. "

_. This pronpted ne to initiate a quety to the Air Folce, at the pentagon.
They have advised ne by lettci that "Since 1953, the resulis of UFO inve;tigations
have been unclassified except when it-ii3-i€tEisary to restrict infornation incertaln cases due to the cfassified perfolnance aspects of aitcraft, radaTs, ctc.r,

The Air Fotce adds: ,'Iith the ter:nination of project Blue Book in Decenber,
1969, all such r:ecor:ds have been declassified, Consequentty, the conplete recoTdsof Project Blue Book are now unclassified and will renain iniact in the Ai, Forcearchives, lvtaxwel l AFB, Alabana."

_ As for the punched summary c cial Report Cl4 in the
9all{ 195.0s: these were destroyed sjncc ail seeminSly use_iul data had been extracted fron, teports were being retained,

- I an thelefore hriting to ask if the foregoing is at variance with theracts as you uncterstand them.

.Yolrr pronpt response is requested so that this question can be prohptlyresolved, If corrective heasures afe needed, or the facts afe not as the Ai!Folce has stated, this should be brought to the attention of top Air Forceofficials at the soonest possible monent. lnd if your own Bost;n atarnist
staterneDts were in errot, the record ought to be set straight pronptly.

Very truly yours,

Robert Sheaffer
Note
In this letter, Klass is calling Hynek's bluff about some B.S. Hynek fed to the press in the recent press conference concerning the UFO Symposium at the AAAS meeting, organized by Page etc.



oct.9. I9?l

Dr. J. Allen Hynek
NoPth!.estern {Jnivers ity
nvanston, 1II. 6020L

Dear A.llen:

I need your assistance on ap urgent natte!'.

It has b€en ahost six months since Robert Sheaffer (your student)
rirote to say that you aDd Fred Becknan wisbed to bo?.row ny prints of the
trent/lqclllnnville UFo photos. He explaineal that you Hished to confi!5n
the presence of shadons on the east face of the Trent garage and the south
face of a distant lhite house, which Hartftann also referued to in the Condon
fePort,

(You'11 r.ecafl that the Trent photos allegedLy $eie taken aftei the
sun had set in the west, which is not conducive to produclng shador,s on
the east and aouth faces of bulldings,)

I had had conside!'able dtfficulty in obtaining good prlnts that irere
not ove!'-exposed fron UPI, and had lnvested some $30 to get these prints.
I alao agleed to setC a copy of the Weather Bureau lecond fo! llcl.rlnnvilfe
on the evening of the day on which the photos aUegedly vere taken. (The
photos sbow aD overacast sky; the l{eather Bureau recordG shok no overcast
and unlirnited visibility. )

I agreed to.loan the photos arld Weather Buleau data to you and Beck-
man on the condition that it be peturned p?oltlPtly--r.rithin a rTronth. After
a couple nonths had elapsed without their Fetut'Dr I Hrote Bob and asked
bim to prod you/Becknan for their t'eturn. f have been Fritlng Bob nolr
for sone foun nonths, Fepeating rny pequest. But he has not beeD able to
get Beckman to take the tine, appa.rently, to d1g out ny Daterial" and lleturn

You and I both knov that the USAr has been accused (wrongly T beLteve)
of taking UFo photos and then r'€fusing to retuln them.

I feel sut'e that if you uill onLy taj<e a nroment to caLl Becknan, and
remind him that he bas had my naterial nol't for' six nonths, that pe!'haps it
can be pror,rFt-Iy return€d. Would you be kinal enough to do so.

Tlust you are now ove! the irorst agonies of the new book. mren 
',illit be out?

co"diaIly,

Robert Sheaffer
Note
I believe that Beckmann did finally return the materials. What this letter shows, I think, is that Hynek and his friends were not exactly well-organized in their UFO research.



r{ar1h 23, 1972

Mr" Phill ip J. Klass
560 N Street, S.W,
llashington, D,C, 20A24

Dear fnlr:

Les, look what I cane up \{ith--your letter: of
nt encLosur:e, "Uorror: or Hoax?r'

laced it, ic ldouLd already have been Eoo late

d I'The Ulio Exiterience," va11 be published on
' - , o. solvpJ ll U.-O tl, ..oncnon ,.d ;n rrcE
ve mer.ely presentec the facts as I see chem
rsr experience wiih Blue Book. I cali the

book "The LrIO nxpericnce" ;irply because oli tha! can be done is io describe
the classes of experience people say they have had. We can't srudy UFOS;
all we can study is Ufo reporis,

NORTHVESTERN UNIVERS]TY
nvaNsToN,iLLINOrS 6olol

DEPARTMENT OF ASTRONOMY LINDHIIMER A.STRONOMICAL RB5EARCH C!]\'T!R

Tl'c Tov- erpL.i'nenL Le..dinl) frs n.-ch in ic one can Ie-rn From.
I am not sur:prised, however, at the gullibility of lhe people, I guess in
Ioqa, especially, people are trusting and it would not occur to thom offhand
that a hoax nas being deliberately per:petrated. I thinLr rhe section on the
protecled ego at the end rs par:ticularly good. People do not like Eo be
proven wrong and if they sturply canrt 8ei around it, tLren they must look for
a scapegoat--rrThose boys shoold be punishedlrretc.

i \"rii be pa"-:!JiJ.l / -:nLere"--L in )ou, .....r.nis auu,. ,n) .-, ri.-
coming book. In lhe six dozen or. so cases I have used !o illustraie prolo-
types the avorage number of witnesses in each case is about four 6nd the
median, chree. At least this geEs away from questioning the status of a
onerritness report.

The book will undoubledly be scathingly reviewed by son,e, and
praised by others. I just hop€ that the ratio of the latter to the fomer
lnil1 be greater than 0,5, but I expect that it will be raEher close to 0,5
at that.
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Coming back to the Iowa experinenli I vould like EQ think Ehat
h"d l-!.glryS+,he.bsrlglg

Robert Sheaffer
Note
The somewhat snarky annotations are by PJK. Business as usual!



Mr. PhiIltp J. K1a ss

order. Ior ona thinB, I
ond I also balicve thaC
had secn the 1ight, or 1

scrious contradictions.
for i just d6 iot borher
mixed up.

-2- li^rci1 23, 1972

rm quitc famiLiar eith ground burne.l by tasolineskillful qucstioning of rhe peo?le r,ho said they
ightcd objcct, wouid soon bavc revcalcct so c
The ca$e worrld tli;n hivo bccn Lhro\rn ouE oI courr,
rrith cascs in vhich thc wirncsses rircn-sclvcs secn

have heard good reporcs of your book risecr:et Sentries in Spacerr
but coDfess that I have not yet obLaincd a copy. I wilt look iori.,ard ro
roading it now tl)at your letter has called my aEreDrjon to jr,

oddly crlouzh, I h,.vrj :inoEher book coning ouL a rionhh so.]ner tlrrn
the UFO book. This one is a srraightforwar.d asrronorny Lext ior cotlcgc
students. l,/riE;nL it has hel.ped flaintain ny saniEy while \rriring rl)c orhcronel The Ul-O field 1s ccrtajnly.r s!range oncr Abour d1L wc can rjcally
ssy is thar a vcry puzzlin4 ptrcrlomcnon cxists. Thc N TION i, INQU]I TR con_
tcsE is turning p sonc intcresring cascs and Ehe ENQUIRtrR has plcdSed
that those cases which rlre pdncl of fivc judgo6 really considers eorcn
Iurthcr investigationr lriIL bo invesrigaEcd wj.cilout uch concer.n io!
cxPense. So, sorneEhing good rnay cone oi a1l thaE. Thank you again for
your ieEter and the encl,osure, and my epologies ior h€ving sialerrackeal iEfor so 1ong.

Sincetely yours,

.). i,i1...,'. i-1.,,^.t 1.-.,1
J. Al1en Hynek
Directo r

JAll: agl
(DiccaEed by Dr. It).nek,
signed at his requesE)

P.S. It just occurs to he Ehrr whilc the Brealesr aids in Che derecrion
of hoaxes i-.s-_r,i' e _i-;9e1-f . AiEer ai1, nhac is El.re poinr of pcrpe.-ai- .

ing a hoax, particularly if ii is an elaborale one, if one doesn't
ge[ thc psychological baug ouL oI evenlual1y revealing i! es s hoax "
and being praiscd for his cleverness. Someone sooncr or later leaks
it, and the rdore people concerned in the hoax, the greatcr the chance
ol e 1cak. I would say it probably goes 'rp as rhe cube of lho nunbcr
of persons involved! Rut oi cour6e rha! is nor rhe polnt of your
coftnunication. Every UirO investigaror should read and study your paper
closely, for there really is a lot to Leern fron it.

r,j.. r

:

Robert Sheaffer
Note
Hynek's self-deception is clearly seen here. Had HE interveiwed these people, he would have resolved the matter!
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Robert Sheaffer
Note
A tiny note I worte to Klass concerning Hynek's claim that, as a junior member of the CIA's  "debunking" Robertson Panel in 1953, he was in awe of the other scientists, and afraid to speak up about his disagreement: "The Panel Members were seated around this table. It was a rather sombre and impressive occasion, actually. I was a Junior Member and I remember feeling considerably nervous and apprehensive about being in front of this powerhouse of scientists."

(http://www.ufoevidence.org/forums/ForumMessage.asp?ID=27433)



I was pointing out that in January, 1953 Hynek was 42 years old - not exactly the scared kid he pretended to be! Klass replies, "I always assumed he was in his 20s - how stupid of me!"



BOB:

Dp rt .\,'^/to :nd rFturn.

Uaich 8, 1975

Dr. J. iUen Hlmek
Lenter lof !r0 Stuoles
2623 Pidge Lve.
Evanston, IlI. 6020t

Dear A.Llen I

liith the l-'ur.st of activity that acconpanies pu5-licatloD of
a ne',r book (Hrich vou your'self are fanitia! kitt,) and the fact
that firy l:ctner recently pisse.i away \{ith the consequent burden
o.i clc:ixg ouL he! \oioe, I only today- realized that I had failed
tc sead you a tevie{ copy cf "lrtOs L),iplalned. r'

If you have not already seen a copy, I vri.Ll be happy to
correct that ulriDteDtloEal oversi ht. for I feel sur\e tbat you
wiIL lrant to bring tire book to ti_,: ettentioD of subsciibe?s to
you-r ceDtel:.

At least I hoDe you will 5e "illioz to offer ydur nembet's
a1l sides of ihe UFo issue, in the best traditi.on of sc-lence,

And it you wiEh to offer, tlre bool< for sale to Centet!
-,rLscribens. I sl,.rlL t-F 5.1 ;/ io Fa,jr' arrdnleients Nitb Pandon
;iDuse so you c3;r oitain a supDly at the usual book-dealelrg
discDurit.

C.rdtaIly,

Robert Sheaffer
Note
Klass offering Hynek a copy of "UFOs Explained," and suggesting, with tongue firmly in cheek, that they offer it for sale to CUFOS members! Klass knew full well that Hynek and the other major pro-UFOlogists did everything they could to keep skeptics, especially Klass, OUT of the public eye.
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l4ay .l0, f9?5

Dr. J. Allen llynek
2523 R.idg€ Ave.
Evanston, I1l, 60201

Dear Allen i

Have just finished f.istening to the tape recorCing of ycur recent irter-
vie{ 'rith Ed Busch on HF.M olr }{ay 2 and found it to be most inteiesting' It
see;ns too bad that it \ras not possibfe folr both of us to apPear sinulataneously
so that each toufd be fnee to challenge a:ly ellrcneous statenents rirade by the
other.

tor exarple, du)ring your discussion of the Colme/i'lans field/ile.iicoP ier case,
you said:

'rThe:.e has beeo no reason at all for these technicaUy tlained pilots and
nedics, who nere renbers oJ ar At'ny Eedicdl hF-Li.-onter rescue sqraal to
concoct a stor-v like that because it coul.d adversefy affect theiT promot-
i6ns theiF rerir.hent- ai.l theil. relations with their. fello''s. ?h€y have
everything to lose and nothing to gaiD by making up a sto4/ like that'..
now the hoax is out [of the question] because those--the ca]iber--K-Iass
n-v.-,^f\--Fri F^ 'jnFtu.\aut t\F c-fib"r o: ihe lritnesses. He ir?ugns
g5h."."ty t. th"", .t rts of uli:erior roti!'es.'

Allen, I arll
on thi.s case
in ny nouth

quite ready to stand behind iDything that I ha?e w:ritten,
o? an-/ other UfO cai-, Brt 1 s:rong-17 Protest hrvin? vou
that I have never uiiered or Hritten!

Tn i.y cnapEer on this case, on Ddge J36, I.'roie: "if*.t,had qrave do)\ts
.,Iour tte l-icksor stonv. t was vpry ruch in?fined to belieidJovne dno his
ciew haal aciually experienced the chilling encounte: he descrihed'"

Catr you cite any place in the book where i wrote ) or hinted, that I
b3li.eved the ner had concocted the storY" where I "inpugn dishonest,v to them"??

EarLier, du?ing you:r discussion of the PascagouLa incid?nt dnd the Poly
gnaph test, irhen Busch asked about the choice of an inexoerienced' unticensed,
unceitified opeiatop Hho ero.kei fon a friend of Hickscn's ldltyer'' you rePfied;

tiYt{;K: 'PolygIaph tests given b7 professionals are r.lther expensive' }lavbe
they chose a locc1 orre that liorrld be less expe.sive, I don't kno'l'"
[].ly book pointed oui that they inporied one fron Ilew o.feans, Frore

than 1oo niles a'ay: l

IUSclt: I'Th3 sheiiff offer:ed to have it done for toee"

IlillEK: 'Uho uFfFred to do :t tor ir'-.?'

Robert Sheaffer
Note
Klass calls out Hynek for misrepresenting in a radio interview what Klass had said about Capt. Coyne's Mansfield, Ohio Helicopter UFO sighting, still considered a major case today by many UFOlogists, despite's Klass' unraveling of it.

Robert Sheaffer
Note
Here Klass calls out Hynek for baselessly accusing Klass of lying about the Hickson/Parker Pascagoula UFO abduction case.



J. Ajllell hynek: -2-

rrHelL, thatrs what Phil Xlass sat/s,
-c. d rdy o sdv nq i,,nis sorrecrfd.

I dorrt knoH that he did...Phil
ttLat are not substantiated, '--

11- ! o--L-l:l :

EUSCH:

HYNEK:

lIl1n. T inv't- y.u, T urgF you, to ch-cl. L'ith Capr. .\arl^s Wi.oberu,
chief poly€Taph operator of the I'obile Dolice departnent, to see if he con-
firns ir'hat T vFote in ny book: that be had been approached by the Pascagoula
sheriff'.; office aDout givirg a poly6rd-Dh Lest to..ickron and Par\e:, L\dt he
had agreed to do so lrithout charqe, providing he was aUored to give his
customary rigc.ous test in his office. But his offer eas not accepted.

You can reach |{imberly at his hone in Hobife at: (:205)-'+79-5556

To encourage you to chsck this point, I shalt be delighted Eo unCei',riite
the ful-l cost of youn telephone cafl to I{inberly-

I presurne thaj: you vi.II Dromptly infoin re, and Eci Busch, on Ebe results
of vour investi?ation on this natter.

cc: Ed. Busch , lJfiA fnr Lrp !. |\14:i



2-7 -74
ORIG TO ?I[L T,LASS

z'7i-m Dnn "ll l..-rr;D'r.-i,ii,"-",: *-' "- -'

GSSOCiCtiOn
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FebruaI, lf 1978

student SPEAKHF1S
EUREAL}

Dr. farL l(lrr_Ez
']'Ifl Ht]}GI"aSf
923 Kensington Avcnue
Buffalo, Ne\,r York 14215

]}ar: Dr: . Ruftz :

fh.d< yoD or louI l.clp j-n lryinC to o, Jara-zc a JeL- e b-t-,rc.cJr ..f.O- e\T)ed
Dr. J. Affcn H}.Ilak ard Dr, PhiLip Klass. lhfor-tunatefy I j]I. T{arek }!as
vehcr€ntly rejectd any offer Lrc dehte. I originalty oftcred Dr. II,nd< his
r.Eual speaking fee ol $1,500.00r tllcn r--Lised ny bid to $1,800.00 nhich 1€ stifl
-'Ls.d .nd -]' li.l;r b d o€ t2,000.'0 "?s o so -o, irsed.

Ilr. K-Iass on the otler hand r,/as rcre tian anr.ious to d€j)ate Dr. I4'nel<, ar]d said
he L'ould come up for er+)e!1ses and evan iripficd tiot he \roufd conE up ,.or nothi])g:
I feel liat it is mfortLrnate that tie str]dents of t]1is uriversiiy caffDt sc,e
these two il}3n debata. Dr- Iilmekr s rcl'usaf has cert-aiily causol rt3 to re-cvafuate
nI/ feelings on \rtlctl1er U,F.O.'s even elist.

Si-ncerely,

2*"t*fu./
David I. Har:tzbdrd, d]ainrEn
SIEaIers Bureau

Db/pK

114 TALITtRT HALL ArTrInsT NEl,t y0p.K I4260 (zt 6) 636_2950

Robert Sheaffer
Note
At this time, Kurtz was the chairman of the skeptics' group CSICOP, of which Klass and I were Fellows.



Pfease cireulale

(312) 491-6666

EVAI{STON, tL 6@04

J. AlLn Hyyrk
sclEMflFlc otHEcToRPhoenix Contact

(60 2) 948 -0s15

I NV I TAT I ON

Dr. J. lllen Hynek, woild renor{n expert on UFo studj.es,

and Scientj,fic Director of the CENTIR FOR UrO STUDIES (CUFo)

in Evanstol, I1linois, wishes to inforn you that he is holding

an j.nternatj.onal press conference to announce plans for opening

a ne!,/ Research Cente! in the Phoenix area. This Research Center

!vilI be dedicated to the investigetion, Tesearch and study of
the UFo phenonenon,

DATE :

LOCATION:

TIME:

Re fie shment s

August 22, 1984

The Phoenix Press Club
201 Noith Central
Phodnix, Ar i zona

9:30 a.n.

wi 1l be available

Professor Hynek wiLl be available for personal interviews

and to ansver any questions you may hawe.

Please advise if reDoiters or staff members will attend.

Robert Sheaffer
Note
Interesting CUFOS Press Release, from the brief period between the Center's move the Phoenix area, and its collapse there. Note in following OMNI interview the suggestion of great wealth backing CUFOS in Scottsdale. It was not to be.



Received from PJK, note his admonition to "circulate rapidly."



?hoenix Contacr
(6J2) 943-C515

P.O. BOX 1402

(312) 491-6666

EVANSTON, tL 60204

J. All,.n tiyrEk
SCIEMTIFIC OIFECTOR

FOR IMII{ED IATE RELEASE

INTERNATIONAL UFO RESEARCH F-q.CILITY IN PIJOENl](

Dr. J. Allen Hynek, founder and Director of the CE:'.IT;R F01 UFC STUDIES,
(CUFOS), will announce plans to establish an Ioternational Research Facility
in Phoenix. The iirternationally known Astrononer r{i11 explain his proj ect
et 9:30 a.in., August 22 (li'ednesday), at fhe Phoenix Press Club, 201 North
Central Avenue, Phoenix, Arizona.

Dr. Hynek is ve11 known in the UFo field for his 20-year tenure as

Astrononical Consultant to the Air Force i!r their projects SIGN and BLUI B0OK,

r"hich investigated UFo reports coning irainly florr Air Force Bases and rirade

oy niIira.y, as weLl as ciyilia:r personnel. ]:ore recentLy, lr. H,'rek has
closely associated with Steven Spielberg, having been the Techrical Adviscr
for thc- Spiel.berg filn, "CLoSE ENCoiTIITERS 0F TIIE TFiIRD KIND," the title of
{hich was taken from Dr. tiynek's book, The UFo Experience. triuch cf the
substance of the Spielberg filEr r',as drawn fron actual UFo cases in Dr. Hynek's
Dook-

Considered by many as the world's leading authority on the I'FC phenorenon,
lr, tlynek has authored two books on the UFo phenoErenon, and is presently
researching a third. l:e currently edits the Internationrl UFO !leporter, a

bi-monthly nagazine which presents the results of the investigative work of
the CENTER FoR iJFo STUDIIS. He and hls scientific colleagues consider lhat
JFOs represent one of the nost importxnt research areas in the world today,

'lrt.*a'"f @r practical, as well as theoietical
_asrili(. Tl.is is rhF nrin.rv rFrc.r fa- rhc asr2hl i"hment of the new

lesearch Facil ity.
i'lost of Dr. Hynek's distinguished scientific career has been in

\stronony, in wh.ich he has wr.itten r"idel/. llost recen:1y, he has becone

Jlso known throLrgh hls nonthly Astronor-rly colunn in Science Dl8est nagazine.
His teaching career began at ohio l^Iesleyan University and continued at the
0hio State University, and at }{arvard before he becane Chairr,'lan of the
Astronorny Departnent at Northwestern Univeisity. For rnany years he t/as



:o enphasize the scope, importance and excitement of the UFo experience.
'@eeds an internarional focus for serious
icientific research and study.,' he says.

This unsolved problen has spanned decades, and is globa1 in extent.
''When the solution to the UFO Duzzle comes, I think it will prove not to be

ay.
For: further i.nformation, call the above Phoenix phone nunber, o! write

to: CENTER FoR UFo STUDIES, P.O. Box 44990, Phoenix, Arizona 85064,

le Secretary of the Anerj.can Asttononical Society.
,' During lto!ld l,tar II, Dr. Hynek was Supervisor of Technical Reports at
Applied Physics Laboratory of the Johns Hopkins University. Fron 1956_1960,
he was Associate Di.rector of the Smithsonian Astlophysical ObservatoTy,
duriog which time he headed the NASA-sponsored Optical Satellite Tr:acking
StatioD Progran. He Has also project Director of the electro-optical
Lunar Surveillance P!oject, a part of the ApoIto progran. In his career,
Dr, Hynek has been Director of the l,{cMillin Observatory at Ohio State,
the Deaiborn Observatory and the Lindheiner Astronomical Research Center at
Northryestern University, and presently is a Director of the Cor:rali.tos Astro-
nomical Reserach .A.ssocia!ion in New Mexico. During his active Astrononical
career, he has maintained strong interest in the UFO phenomenon anC recently
helped foudd, and becane the Chaiinan of, the World Ufological Association.

Dr. Hynek has addressed the Snithsonian Associates and the American
Associatioo foi the Advancenent of Science on UFO events and has lectured
extensively in the United States and around the world. He has maale Dunerous
appearances on }lajor U,S. and international- TV networks. He created CUFOS
to collect and preserve scientific data that night othet\,rise be lost, and to
conduci serious reseatch into the subject, as well as to provide infornation
on the subject to serious investigators and to the academic and scientific
conmullities.

On August 22, at g:30 a.m. at the Phoenix Press C1ub, Dr. Hynek will
liscuss the creation of the new Research Facility and answer questions at the
rews conference on holr he plans to expand and revolutionize the study of UFO5

at the Phoenix Facility, A1so, Dr. Hynek will discuss the imptications of
the nost recent UFO sighting to date, CUFOS conputers will play a vital role
in this endeavor, as they have to date togged a staggering 80,000 UFO

s ightings in 150 countries.
I" o.d"t to p".p".ly F0 subject to the public, Dr. Hynek and

@ilities of creating a dynaaic TV series



The questtan is, Can UFas and
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answers with a resounding no
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Tlrrolqh ,he ForLies an.l F llies he {orked as a research scienLsl
elOhio Slale and Fa.vard Un!ers l! producngrgorouspape.s
ons!pernovasandeeclfonc sale reLra.k.g fese/vedasas.
socaLcdreclorolrheSmLnsof anlnsLtuLonsAslrophyscaLOb
servalory L-slab sh riq a dozen malor obserlalor es a.olrnd lhe
!!or.l A.d rrom 1960 Lo 1974 he was ctrarmai ol Lhe asr,ono
n ydeosrlmcntal No/lii.,'resleri LJn!ersily As asr.ie .e tirs irard-
ha3de d skc plic worked !r Lh llreAtrForco debunk n9 UFO feports
lor Lhe .lamo!s nveslgal,ve elfort k.ow. as Protect Brue Book

8!Lsomewhcre aong lhe ne Hy.eks oLimk changed Tlroirgh
hed ong lred lo sqle ch one UFO I ap ailer the next he came to

-bL,i 

dnd Vo r'd. .r r\
| ,ed,o,lg ,g.d."b.
lerng 9Jn. cumnales at the top Tfrere lhe Zu. hold ecstatrc
comm!nonwth llre lhundergods the r em ssares from the slars

Aboul 40 m es easl ol Slpersl lo. r!:s ce ol Plroen t .s a|-
'l ,ol , clb,

.ralure lo resemb e d monk knee fq . prayer Faonll the monk n

Lhe loolh ]s olOlarL MoLrntan are the slark red bouders and
cacL LrraLhave been allracl nll rhe wea thy Lo lh s d-Dserllor!{-'ars
I yoi, 1'] ow a mea.ncr nq road !p !p r,p n o ho fca.: orOlaflz
[rlorrlan yoL] conr. o Para.isc C:.r'm Anil tre,c . sL,i
drcfchod charrrbors l! oi afches a.d anl'lLes y.! .d. l.d J
A cn lrynek the.3r on s loremosl aLrtr.or ly oN UFOS

Hynek does noiown lhis spaclacu ar hac e.drr nthcs!l] llc s
nrefey a !Lresr e.sco.ccd . lamp0rary comlorL lry thc qood
gracos ol an anoFynro!s be.elacLor who ke Lhe Z!. hoires lo

,,, "",,, Fcb ,.tt{ PHOIOGRAPH BY NORMAN SEEFE

Robert Sheaffer
Note
Shades of the Varo edition! (All true UFOlogists will understand that reference, the rest of you can look it up.) The February, 1985 edition of OMNI magazine carried an interview with Hynek. In it Hynek was his usual disorganized self. This version contains extensive annotations by PJK.





5Vt/e don't
have UFO;, only UFO
reports The
pattens and cantents
of these reports
constitute the UFO
phenomenon.
The phenomenon says
nothing about
little green men. Belief
or disbeliel in
UFOs is irrelevant)
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feel hat sorna sighlings, erpecially lhose
made bv such oualilied witnesses as oi-
lots ancl meteorologisls, delied explanabn
''| slowv reahzed he savs lhal I wasnl
beno screntrlca v honest The sghtngs
needed lurlher nvestgaton bul we were
dsregardrng lhem. lhewng dala a$/ay

Thal reahzaton put Hynek on a path he
would lolow lorlhe restolh s fe Hebegan
mak ng cop es ol e I lhe documents lo come
out ol Elue Book and gaihe.ed dala lhat
would allow hrm to studv UFOS as thev had
never been stld ed belofe Heclass led lfie
vanous lypes ol reports and even kaveled
arolnd lhe coLrnlry Inveslgalrng the more
Inleresting mes wh e less lebell'ous col-
leagles nsrsted UFOS were meteors ball
rghln n9 orc old formalEns Flyn€kbegan
tosav lhere dasnolhrno nlheacceo!ed scl
ent'l'i paraorgm roe'piarn lhem alr- t415

Hrs obsesson resulled n l9Z n th€
lound ng ol the Center lor UFO Stld es rn
Evansron no s A sflra opefalion .!n on
the donalons ol kends lhe center pro
duced the mosl resoeclable oaoers and
monographs n a fed repete wlh ms-
gu ded enthus asts psychopalhs and
lrauds ln the o.ocess, Hvnek delned the
UFOand prcltled UFOwrlness He also de
veooed a seTes ol scenaros to exolain
UFOS and lo challenge the laws ofphyscs
as we know them today

n s no supnse tllat l-lynek s actNrtes have
lhrust h m nto lhe melrght He corrr buled
lhe tl e to Sleven Spelberg s I m C/oso E

cauntets ol Ihe Th[d Kind, Tnade a carneo
appearance n lhe move, and E the subject
ola olestron ln the Silver Screen edrton of
Tr ! a Pursurt AEEplbgglttre&l4r]ue!.bar
evenwf tlen acom.ne.c. for ts!.ek rr 'lhc
coesrr kncw rl he ,kes lhe s.nol roo
b99lr__I9_r4s-_3llli90_s!]].L!J9.]9q
sugg€stNe of a belrel nET

lrsth spop appeal perhaps thalannoys
Hyneks crt|cs mosr rlEleL![Q39p!g
,!!P!-!q9.-eel!9re!!4Se:
o,qee{eE-Jecls$4-elte-e!-bEr]tl9
no Nv.ek 10 mis ead the olb € Nv|pk he
savs orolils lrom fadro leevis/cn and lec

,\
"4.I|7|/,

drvdng h$ lime belM,een the eslabhshed
cenler n Evanslon and the newreseafch la-
c ly n Phoen x lle llles belween the two
crresonnrs sen orcrrzen s pass, gea.lngup
lhe Phoenx otlce lor a polent research e!

'ort 
whtle lhe Evanslon center contnles lo

Omn, senror ed lor Pame a We nvaub n

ler,rewed Hynek al hrs headqra(ters on
OL,a.(z Mounla n opposrtethemassve rock
lgufe ol the pray ng monk Wenvaub was
parr cLr ar y rmpressed by a iloor'lengih
balhroo.n wndow lhrcugh whch she saw a
small slone lounlarn sel agarnsl a lowenng
wa ol rock When asked abolt thrs stun
n ns piece or des sn U!e!,_e!:!!Cl9_SrS
socrate hrmsell liom lhe aura oJ wealh re-
s!s!Oe.d--!l&-E-99!9-!919441!9qI
downlown Phoen ! We want asellina lhats
mir9_99.4rle!g!_ry!.9eel!9l]9

Orrr: liany people consder )or lhe vnrldh
lofemost Lrlolog sl yet you starled olt a
slaLrnch skeptc Can yoLr descfbe those

Hynek On May 5. 1910. at lNe days ol age.
I was hken on the rool to see Ha Ley s Comel
Years ater afler getlng my Ph D n astron-
orny lronr the Un'versrty ol Ch cago lwealh
ered the Depress|on al he unrversrtys ob-
servatory n Lake Geneva, Wrsconsrn llved
ke a krng on my felowsh p ol sixty.eght

dolars and lilty cents a monlh. and I slepl
and coc,l€d my meals under the ctome ol
lhe observalory ll was like |vng In a rnfi-
asrery lBas so ullerysleeped n aslronomy
ihaL the reslollhe wor d d dr t exist drdnl
-.ven know lhal Hrlle. buf.ed books ilwas

Then rhe war carne along and got mar
red ,,!as on my honeymoon and pass ng
lh'ough Washi.gton DC when lofle.ed my

A.bomb oler H rosh rna ts'he on v lh na n
, iArG c#Gro-Jeq-.Ei-

Alrer lhat I wenl ro Ohio Slale wherc |

sorved as d fector ol lhe schools McM [n
Observalory One memorable day n 1948
lhfee Ar Force ofl,cers lrom nearby Wflghl
Freld came by In fLll iegar,a We chalted
6boll ihe llealher lor awf e a.d lraLyone
ol them asKed !!hat do /o! thnk about
llyrng saucers? Lts a herluva lot ol non.
sense, l sad a lad poslwar nerves a
craze lapparenly sad the f,gnt ih ng be-
calse the Ar Force asked I d like io be a
consLitanl to P.qecr Sign an atlerrpl lo deal
hln the g€al mar,y repods pdlnng n I sard
sure why nol? lt was a chance to eat f.esh
obsler lLown n from Boston at the oflcers
club. ano t certarny drdnt reqLrre that L

compromrse my work as an aslronomer.
So once or twce a lhonth ld vrsrtwrighl

Bul Hynek slands lrm He says he may
be on lheverge ol solvhg oneol mank'nds
mator mystenes And he adds a des(e lor
glory has nothrng lo do wrlh h s c a ms L

colld become a UFO guu rl I wanted lo
h€ says -l could have lhousands ol discl
ples and rid€ afolnd In [mo!s nes And lrke



gh skeplrc and lm akard lhelped lntl Ihe ve.y end never anyone alrove a
'"i9"i0"' n" oea rrar l r-sr oF .o4 cao d' o'a -ao' -€',q o recro'ol ulJo

Yi.i Lre,eto'e s _orse_sF . at4ay\ d o 8oo.was Ine dleCapra..oaLppe.' rr'ose
::, hesl ror rhe Ar Force pulrnq rhe Lhest- pnme purpose was ro rell rhe orass wndt

"-,i5-o+-e!t!eJ+s+$-etgpla'n3!91,,er]llr:s
UFOS werc-nol lo perpeluare a myste.y

&ri: I bet rhe Atr Force apprecialed thal He was soon lollowed by Caplah Char es
Hynek: Sure They lound the whol€ rdea ol Nardn a afrspaced broker who spenl mosl
It|ng sauceG repugnant They v'ed lo q ol h|s lme readng slock markel reports In
nore the reporls al frrsl buttheywere atler lheolt|ce Ha.dnwas amusrng because he
a respons b e lor prolecl n9 us kom any haled lyrng-whenever hewenl oul(o n-
thing that lles so lhey had 10 respond rn a veslqale a case he look a lra n Allef Har.
publc reatrons sense They spenr much ol din cafire caplarn Geofge T Gregory, who
lhef hme answenng lelters lrom kds and hl remrnded meolanapple polsherwhogwes
tie od adres In tenns shoes wnatever ansser nls suoenorc segtn o !!anl
Or'n,. Wasnt lhere anyth ng more compe- Peop e th nk thal B Lre Book was a arqe ol-
ing aloot? nce w th compurers and fi ng cab nels and

7 .-..t I t.t r4lr!1\
'd ry d grve me a slack ol UFO.:once had er€alvsenoLs sc ennlc d aioquereft-':.

iSinio"rsr' rh"'n 
""0 

sey. werLA.o.' ine i.,lpcr oiuros
a meteot or "ThE rs nol a Orni: Who an Elue Eook?

-but fl bel yol., rl s a balloon I was fi/r€k Ahreys Ar Fotce employees, and

sell. Just ho' / lofig am I gorng to keep cel[
Ing allthese p€opl6 cfazy? lreahzed thatit
one t6x lhe reports seriqrsly. detinile pat-
lefts eme€ed I aecall one case hat oc.
cLrrred In 1957 whe. lwas teech rjq at Naf,
vafd Over a penod ollo!r hoirrs oll cers al
lhe polce slaton n Leve and Texas gol
numerous calls lrom ler'l,cd dnve.s who
unknown to one anolher sad lhal a UFO
appeared oLrl ol nownere caus'nq head. Or
qfrls lo go oll a.d enq nes fo dre The UFO S'

lhis firng descendng over lhe pa,ns fe
went oul over lhe sagebrush and ||narry
glmpsed whal rooked ke an !ps de'down
carand some crealLres The. he reporlod

sNely I Ined unsuccesslully ro chr. rie\-:
bushes wh marches and rco!dnrmafe i.J
an/rhrng fesemb.q rire pod,he mpres.rt C-
s'ons llral lere there even w lh a shove

l-lynek: Oh yes bul lhar drslu/bed them pls al he end olhe runway ready lo lale
Whal bothered the An Fo.ce mosl were the ofland nveslgaie a case Hardlyl
re ports comhg kom lhelr own m laryp ors Ot'nl: W!y_9lg_e_egp!S&leglg:.!tg-eAd
me. they had lra ned ro be good obsefvers 

'rgrd_!.119!_geEE_lrke_rg_r9eIn lacl reports l.om rnrlrlary pe{sonnel

and rwenly pefcenlcould not beelpla ned be illusnns
BLrtl sad lhal I we rnveslrgated l!rlhea we
colid probaby exprarn tho;e. roo creafed by corsc/ousness

Dc.t

I was stllal lhe unvers|ry, teachrE classes
andobseryrng lhesky lhrough a srxty'nrne
nch teescope. and UFOS d dn lseern to get
too mlch pub c ly lor a wh e Then n July
1952 clvrlans on tl.e ground and ar ne p,
lols ly,nq Inlo lljashrngio. A,rporr reporred

or ol
.ews paper space lfom the Oemoc rel c con.
ve.ron And 

't 
pLi the spollqhi backon ihe

Ar Force whch lndef pressure slarled
Prolect B ue Book Thats whe. they called

balls But *4en lcame back, ! rearzed that
Propct Blue Eook was liltle more than a
publ'c re atons campagn Theyd had the
word handed down ffom the Penlagon
oon t gel lheoubl|c erc,led emphasrzeihe

ihrngs that are solvable and pul lhe kbosh
on cases you cen I explan '

Orrnr:Why d d lhey want I done lhalway?
Hynek: Perhaps lhey honestly teared publc
panrc Also lhe Atr Force 

's 
rcsponsrble lor

everylh ng nlhear ano I wouid bevery
bad PF l lhey wefe lo say Yes uFOs are
real butwere helpless T'me and agarn l

observed lhe ollcal p@p sheels always
quoling oniy the nLrmber ol cases solved
Theywou d deveop al soflsolcrazy expla-
.ato.s Somelrmes lhe Penlagon worid gve
one explananon andWrghl Freldanorher In
obvous conradclon Sornellmes lhey lould
say 'l was VenLrs when at the I me of ob
servation VenLrs was below the hofrzon
DLrnng my enlLr€ slay ar Blue Book I never

lhal exlsls
aparl lrom proloplasm)

slgr-9!-4!s-flel:!E4re$? ob
Hynekr donlknow whelher you know:i,e
srory ol lhe aslranofers Johannes Keple.
a.d Tycho Eraire Brahe was a narveous
observer He got a sorls ol dala bLrL he
hadn' the s 'glrtesl dea how ia use rhem
Kepler had such poor eyesghl he couldn t
make an observalron rn lhe back alley but
ire was also a malheanal c an fe took
Bfahes dala and gave !s Keplefs raws
whEh are the bass oi Newlonran mechan-

gettrng the dala and wanted lhe dala so
whelher irs good science or nol lplayed
along I used lhetr pholocopy machrne'to
make copous copes ol elerylh n9 was
bLr d ng alhome a near duplcale 01 the A.
Fofces 81ue B.ok I e becaLrse d begun to
sense rhar there mqhl be somehng rnore
fnporlanl lhan anyone wou d adm I

Om./ Whal ed you 10 lhal conc L,son a,Ler
more than a decade olsk€plrc sn1?
Hynek: The cal'b€r ol rhe wrhesses When
you get reporls korn prolessors at Mll en-
grneers on baloon pfolecls m tary and
commerca p ols andar lrallicconkolers
you mqhi one day srl down ancl say lo your-

i::ti "i:' [::Ji::f r 
""."ffi #ff .g-| r 5

; :r;; ;;::";:i:::;.' s"vl .l.j i$:
Hecrcr OL'^irrerra he lasr r(e.:or r il f \

ra'

be eved lwasa Ll S governmenL ad!3.ce

olahoax?
Fylek 1a ^d a-"ao, .:O -. 9' I
con.o.ref hv hpchaohF( o!..mm4t. F I) ; i
o D,(a ^,osac -"+o. "r, :--f !l.;it

L tre nr ma'e4 'r,r ? c I
plr .;.0 tlD

1976 and ookeo

ut.ru
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zarnora rleo oeen rcunded oll lo'ij treis ol -'cropFo. es ard Iv camer as

F;; 'ds sad rhat alrhoLgh I could not prove ,l rie
i.o' u qo Hrrsdale Incdent rd'cdled rhar we co.lld
rol m al I ascr be llratsghl ig alreast loswampgas&r'a,tt -aI aq' oa ra qqar-o

?,"ir.'rS.'a o" d_d'pdoaFd o Fo^-o do' . , F oi.. 16Vd,o no odo
w.e,e .dooe.ed I e F "o d roLo' 5 oo rl o ao.o ^5,.4
make Ilre orade mproved roads herlr- madmen The answe, s swamp gas And
so tre took us lo the area . hrs pckLrp trlck coLrdn l say. Hey lelras come on back
W€ walked backand lo.rh and fnarLy loLrnd thatsnorthewlroeslory Nel sbes lLhe

ifi -".oo']ssoc. .o" qpoodma,L,^Fe 
'rooiA,ab'atsrd eoo e.la O1e-".'

s1 there overgrown wrh blshes There were day n rre Sanara Deserr ( wold have been
no s gns say ng no ca ed swamp gas
concessonsla.ds.oTsl'rLs No do.r At tlral oont Ihar:l loaskrysetrhenl
bereve 1!!as a hoax blt.e Lhef d o lcon would become scent lca V honest a.l sav

r-, -r' fo -o r- ,,.,pd. ^rd 16 o-'g! ^eet .oe,_' 966 a'e rn, .o.e-p' 1r'F .1el ,.d rga'o_- ,Z r'"-o-< <^.-a.od< _acp rlF<^a-p ga9 .c.do. Ca sed(-rha',.o J ^--. 
.,^-.. ...:. ..- .. ,or ror cerdo co.o 

^ o 
^

Hyn6k:Theres no doubl about I I hed drn-
nerwth Condon alhrs home n Bou der two
weeks betore rrs comm tiee actua y went
nto acton And he was qLr te c eary nega
lve BUL lhewas.egal!e yoLr sho! d bave
seen f,4rs Co.don She ,as ! tro c Afd I

lvas a p,ly rea y lhatCordon !!ho was slch
a darn good scenisl sl'olrd be remem'
bered noL lor n s erce enl radar research
blt rorlhe fy.q salcer s laton

Anynay ne ias c oar y pretud ced ne
asked me lo come . ard bret rir and
was asioLrfoed to see LhaLt s ch ef Bob Lc?
lhe gLry aclra y co.il Lhe work was al Lhe

backboaro p!llrng doNn chapter heed ngs
and conc !s ons Yo! don L generale chap
ter headrngs and co.c us ons !ntla p.olect
s acLua y wer Lrncer wa! Yo!ve n€ard of
lhe larnous tr ck ,cJ C be memo lralent
ycu? n wr l rg a elrer to lhe trlsLees ot lire
Unversly ol Coo,ado ask.q them lo ac.
cepL Lhe A I Force co.lracl Lor sa,.i n e1

lect The 1.ck !{oLr d be lo g're th-. rmpres
slon ihai we afe do nq 3 s. ef: I c lob
Omr,r Dd'he Condon Co-nr.sson .icnd
lo rev ew al ot B !e Book,
Fynek:Oh God ro B !e Book LLrr.ed oler
a is fes bLrL most rere nerer elen !n
packed Condon l.a y dec ded lo erarn ne
sevenly fve cases BLit Lhe .hoices lere
poor I had been asked to adv se wou d
liave sa d There s no po nl etam . .g lh,s
one ts obvolsy a releor Or Tbs be
haves ke a ba oon Why don I yo! nlesl
gaie trre cases we lound LrLr y puzz ngt
We Co.dond dn la!!aysdo Lhal buteleir
cul ol lhe Sevenly lve lhefe were aboul
twenty.lve thaL tiey l!st couLd not eip a n
Ih s sme.L onedin Lhebowe solrhe reoort
bLrt .ot ,n Lrre mlch plrb c zed slmnrar!
!!here he ds- sses UFOs as.o.serse
an lat|1c i]c.Lj]1 .!s '.r-4|!,/: .g {rrv o sm ss Lhe who e pheJromenor,
Hynek: I a mosLseeme.ito me as,r Dr Con
Co. had.ot.ead i sow. rcplri llras alier
: rea ! i r:en i! L..ler ils Tfe r:pcri

-v p0nr a L.r Lne r.porr (:!i-r-r .!r i,6

aaled a !sl .rn tr Fr'.ah sa3ae iae r :i
rorkl^g w if \ASA Br Lte $3y iriraL lci
,r'o! iterested . UFOS? 3sked n m ile

read the CoFcon reporL lre sa.l NoL.q
my sL,orse f,e adaed Yau t.o{ J !.rrl
rea y reac Lfal cp.rl 1om coler lo co!€r
yc! rea 2a Lheres a prcD enr Nore he ess
when Lhe Condon Beport came oul n 1969
t was the k ss ol death The greal Condon

and h s comm ttee had spoken the boys n
lrs clb the Narora Academy o' Sc
e.res .eil co.cJ(-.d 3f.r B Le aoo. ,ras

Omrr lhe ssle cerLafy,'!asnl cNsedicr
yo! Lholgh WhaLhappe.ed Lhef')
Hynek Noth f! nLrch Li.L 19/3 r,he. Loe
c deo Lo .iesr qale a nar!e o!s s,arrf .! ;L
a med ca m ss o. I Bcar:r a remol-- Darl
olPapua New Gunca Tho r.porL ..rie .
Lhe are S!les by some.atves and a wr,le
Ang can prestnared FalherG lrac been
d sm ssed by B !e Book dec de.i Lo see
lor nrysell To gel rhere had io Lake a m s
son p ane lrom PortN/oresby. partolFapua

rcocheled o1l t wth a p.g We arrved ol Lhe .ontrolers'a Condon Comm ttee
tolndacrcLrssrt!aton ? lh reoorLcrs lrom iieaded bv il-e ale Proressor Ecwafd V
a oler ye ng lthal do to! th.k L s? Co.do. a: the Ll.lers r! olCoorado
Some grs ar nearby H sdae Corege aso Omrr:tso{r d.d lhc ArForce react?
hadasgiringiheorevols.qhr so nrhe Hynek Oh i.e !r For.e w:s th ed Ll

D,esence ol (he housemolher lwenl nrothe wanrec lo end Proe.t 3!e Book so badly
grs dorm a.d had them draw pclLres lor I couo iasre i a.a lfe leeing was thal I

me Stand,.g al the w.dow lrom whtch Condo.cameclla.dsadLlFOswere.on
Lheyd rnade lhes ght nq rearzedthalihey sense they d hale lhe chance
faced a r.arshy arbor regon a polenlsou.ce Omri: Many peope . am thal the Condon
or g owng swamp gas rleslgaton was .othl.g bLrt a wn lewash

lhe nex l dav was tlre A . Force o ress con thal Con don reac hed h s conclus on belore
rerenceon lheMano.s,glrt nq Sra.d.g be he began h,s slLrcl! Whals yoLrr ree ng?

tna, aD..on v'.at.e ,aL,p.arad.p1) cd al^oto.
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r-lF,a o.r r.f_ ;r r -i., r, ."
.' i ;. tit! rrr. r!,r : .lo rii,i i rr)
nfn x0 i].e : .r iLr .! L'. :ror:l
Annt ,lra.i afle!...lo\,. r nt.t rr-i.:,r
ier tiraLfo! rca t ii.qa. : .el.. .r i)r a.,
3 ri,e.omcnon r1,rl :L ii- re r..:.r.i.r d
rq ihaLrreqai Lc.:1f,jq,e 'ltr ,.,,t tr,.t1 )

Hynek L rea zed ih.rL we .cn t fra,e -iFOs
ony UFO repofrs ldefned lhe UFO phe
nomenon then as the co.tnLal low oI
strange sghlngs anci rcports lro- a orrr
lr-a lor c Tiie pal'.rns:..j.-o.Le.Ls or t.:n,
r,prorls .i.sLLJ'r 'tr.r lFl rFE"lrnrr.,rl
Ti. phe.cmeno. :ar'r r. ..q !!naL..,rr,-i,
abolLcr g.n NoLn ...,1 ab.L lL. !rer. n..
Tie qLreslon abo! !he1r: ,,,tnr i . or aon L

be -.ve . UFos i r.c.,,:rL L!-!!iu]g
'r. lrFO i: Ltc LrFil r\r _ :.! . .j r -

irtc.onc.or fLo s i carta,r.r {,s -hc nro:
f..l!en1! r.pijflFd sq.r'.!s .rre,h.sc ol
!rr rnrte y bchavrrg ohLs . ,lro.r.)frL sk! so
reled lrresc s mp y .ocLL'.a 'qhrs S..cc

lhe malon(y ol daylrme UFO srghtings have
an oval shape and are ollen reporled as
melalllc look ng hese I cal ed daylqht d6cs
A separate caleqory s aso needed lor UFOS
lraLare pc(fa !p by rjdar Then Lhe,e are
rrrc c (-rsc...or.Lcis rr. osee.coLrnters ol
lhe rsL k..i !! tresscs corne w Lhrn a lew
h!nored leelolLlreUFO bLrl ne iher lhe wl
resses.or l.he en!ronmc.i s physcary al-
lecled . cose onco!.ters 01 the second
rfd rhe UFO frc,a.ls wlh rhe e.vtron.
nefr w (n,asses orDoll-r Peope!rLreescan
be ar!r.!.j fiors or f nlls are made . Llre

.lrorrni Anrl n.osl n.red b,e N . ose en
coLrrl€fs o Llre lhrd k.d iilman ke crea
luros ,he 50 caled arens are saLd io
mako lhe r prese.ce known
ODn, Th s Lh rd celegory gave Sleven
Sp N be'q Lhe Ll e lor h s th C/ose E.coLn
ietsalir€ rltt.,1Krn.) How d clyo! comeup
{ lh riiai t-:arlclrar Labe ano l_row d d yoL
reacr '!h.. Sp , arer! lseil Lrhslm?
Hynek d C .ol ra.i 10 Lrse any c,ass fca
o. s!si..r Lfal !lrc! 'i nrF y 3n ir ! n so

iSuppose UFOs
are lrytng lo save us 10 lhe

same way we try
lo save whales Suppose

$/hen same
.l)mn r.1t^l tna< t^ 

^tae<
lhe ted

button tt daesnt work)

j mo !..o ed lh. nome.. el{r,e Lhai pl.ys
,;r, : fi,rll a ilr !
! L ,r rrlr j (l .!rrr.fn I flr :ron LfaL er
r r.ll.rLi Lo.jc: . rs. r...!.1.r..1rl.c lrsl
r.::.. r.il l '1 r.a sL rii..r,ber
ir [.! f..!(]r no lx.rod aro!.d Lci Lr rLy

iL Iilnl a.a.cnnq across a .e Lrocr ihree
Lrro.ks c..l ookedL,paLihem.rq!€ernd
iawl,.:'.!

Onnl rl.ir f:1: ralr d,rrk heoad vou Ln

HfrEil n nisie pec me ro lormutare a ma-
lor qleslon Does ihe ohenomenon reore.
sefr ner/ emainca evcienc€ n Lne same
rr.!1r rr'j' ba.lera @Frese.led emp.ca
. / ,lrr... r, tf '.'rr t.a ,de.foek rsl
,r.kcil l.r.!qi r.s rn.rosccpe, Jlie rea
, !e:io. s wii.L"r.,o,.ollhe LIFO ohenom
qno. ca. lrc arc a.ad lrv rfia orlsenl sc!
Lr1r!!!dla!!rl_lr! !.lg!!lr!.!r-
,r tsr! Itr: Co.(o. .o'nr loc Lr cd Lo d!.
o .:lc rhrr L-lknr lr! s|blecrnq a car Lo an
. c.sc rrrltnclc led Ths changed the
maq.al c : q.ar!reol lhe car bul drd. I srop
rhc ca. Now Lhal 

's 
somelirng lhalis nolex

p a.ed by prese.l dayscence Neres an-

olherexample UFOS are reported to hpver
noiselessly and lhen take oll wrth tremen-
dous speed sonrelrrneswrth Iashrng hghts
A Fl arcrafl can lake oil w lh lrernendous
speed and a hercopler can hovcr Bul
know or .o dcvce Lrral can d0 bolh a.d do
borh s enty nbolh ns La. ccs the h arde.ed
cr lc wou d have an answer rl I dn I rea ty
happen lhes r ghl lhe UFO pr"renomenon
is no onger a physcar bLJta psychoogrcal
probem The. LheoslchcocsL nrlsl te us
rro!! lei geographlca y ndepen.le.l peo
pecan repo.t d€nir:aicela s
Orrj We lhal s a ooss b iy
Hynek Ol course rhe UFO phenor'enon
may teach us more aboul oLrrseves ihan ri

does about lhe oLrLsde unverse We do.l
know lhe answer b!L thefe arc severa ntr
gurng poss b res
Omr,: .cLLdno the oossbll\/ olrslors lrom
outer soace?

nary prayng card rep.esent ihe dsrance
lrofir lhe earlh lo the moo. how many cards
pul back lo back woLr d reorese.l rre d s

lance lo ihe nearest sr3r oLher than lhe sun?
The nLrmber ,s stagger.g You.i hale to
have nrneteen m es ol cards I yo! pll down
lwo cards per second and worked an e ghl
froLr day twolrd lake yoLr eght afd a hal
years Tlrere s srnpry.olhrng n our prcsenl
or loreseeab e lechnoogy lhaLwo! d a ow
Lravelers 10 covef such drslances And I have
much loo mlch respecl lor E nsle n ro th nk
we can lrave fasler ha. ght Tlrere atc.rher
Lr ngs rhal render lte E T hypoLh4s : !.-
te ! as trr Olr i.1.ci.. cer..: ., h.i

3rese.s Lrve enoug.:o iieiecla soc.er ba
Lholsanos o m es away do not drscer.
tlFos corr.q | 

')r')!L 
Yet:.ere are so many

reports LnaL I JFC: irer. aci!:r ;frps i
!oL, d be ke.oLdeLe.l.q a. Apc o aLnci

Tirei-"r; sa if e 'a. ihaLLl.ese:J!!.seo
a ens ooNl bcna!€ ke re woL,a leha,.e
rpon lrs l nq a.oLher dor d Tney 13. | .a
ror a sLr.nm L m{]el.g !:f teads . srale
TheV donl seLLrp lrade anC rhe,/ ro. rry ro
grparnLhetrpresence Mcrecler LfEV:eem
to be al hor.e n our grav ii and .!r atmos
phere wh ch s rr gh y !n ke y
Omrl: Tie!-!e!_ele_edar:gl[gj_p!!9!g
oo calpolnl olv ew
Hynek:tsod on lhere what do yo{.r.nean by
psychoc! cr, ar.nars d. gh' . Ixr ril.g
!!L Lhat o. dt cl.e!er,a!el !o! p.rlrr !e rbe

UFO pheFomenon \,o! sl L ralcaprcbem
$/irellrer UFOs a,e rea or .ot tl.e r mol o.s
are nor ranoom r!.9!_-!€s!-lc_-b9_j]l!:
orammod and ro crn b l\!fraLapoe:rs Lo b,a

.q!!li-e!-a-p!l!-!:e-
fhe,es a.olher r.aiure abo!l rhe UFO

phe.omenon Lrral escapes mosl peope
ke loca lthe Chesrrre CaLertecl . Arce

,r lyondel/a.d lheChesh re CaLman 
'estedlseLl communcaled w(h Alrce and lhen

d sappea.ed The {JFO does vefy mLrch lhe

srldy c:a! lrc-. ,!as .1 r.ud,lsdf il:
lrfos.olr.alt.r. L:Ll. s.!.r.:Eiit] ls (ie

Lo se€ a rcrer.ca!a radaak.rr.)lnal
i Be.9 a rr..d tr:lL,y he,!a!ec ar Lne d:c
ard io ris ltLcr

^aved 
back The. hewa!cil wlh lwo hands

a.d tlrey waved back 4 lh boLh ha.ds The
..1lcs !tcL :o.r. ie. te,, 13n aroLr..r
s.ream.g and gesr cL ai iE r|ir rri.f ire

caLrse Lras a re aols soir 01 tiace nav

U/e i .lol Father G rs re . 1973 r.d
sad lo hm H.f. s rr-r !i-rL,sl.tp.d lc

.rtt 'c a51.3 nr!s. .n Lr!!srn. O
a.swered BrL!.!!.., .s i.'r Lras
s,r re srra.ite rre!.e r::r!' Lrt ,,. r A" .:
.a.s ro d G I rr cr r s. -_ d \-- a.! L-..h
..oqy d e!€rlraafd or
Omnl tsoo rld I L. Soor .rp a ltr s,
Hynekr ihe d sc had a g oi, around I dnd a
brue beam that wenl slra.gh! up As I ell !L

passed Lrirolgtr a.r:l un'raLed sonre
couds SoBueBookcaLled t coud lu.n
.alon We irow d d the croucfs llet )LLrm -

nared n lir-a lrsl p ace,
Alter rresillalnrg Ltiat l was part ot a

whole slrr.s of sghtfgs n tl.e area
stopped at a hote ,. Samca and happ,ined
lo q rnDse a erer . llre .otr! I s.l ..1 Dlcr
iD L a.d rcad aboL ; .lFl I !l.l.rj . iLil
e.s Ge.r.r vi. ,(,. ,-.rj r.rF.,,.,,.
.i tr.r i)rr.rc:ilFil ,r,.: .a...,.r. rr)
d9re more rnan ,re r!-:,.c . !r1 ,r!ts
lhrouqho rl A abrma Ge. ! a 4,. P..f
:,,!a.a ..! i r._ .' ': E:rs _ ! 1,

: rLas rL allra'r.rar '-:rlr r:r I ,

.rlLr-

*



ffi,:t /,.-qtt s.Atf
the tvprcal UFO rsFen ov )e? , l.d vwenttoseeDr Ee4tamrr Srrron. i ro*n
.t see_s sod and,lealas -aFS 117& nandtrno sne snI see_s soo ar64g:!-jegf 7ro. fandhng shelrslocl d'rd amres a cases
dwdv raprdly BLI rl ) .d e! r.. !e uspd nvDrorc .egrFssor to brrrq them

komtownrorown Nowwriena7.17 back to lhe rnc de.l tseneler ntervewed
N-ew York ior San Fra.csco Lhlr.jam. hem Lcqejh,j a.cj fclar a oscd rhem Lo

c:. be tracked any pace aon! Lne heer.ac..Lirers L:pes AtLer tna

aclear spon l3f eous yw lfrn a mrLed.rea ExLraterresrras mpeLe(] LhiF r 
-re.\ain v s b e r0r a short lrrie andLhe.rds carand wakl0 lhec.alt where llrey wefe

acoearwlholla.lrace Thspecu arbcha! separaLect a.d qrre. etam.al,ons Bely.. ennds !s ol Lfre dLra l! ol rllhl dhcir sad hev slLrck a.eede . r.r fale l.d

wRo$Gl

d r.r'e d L]_j llre convo s yo! can maLch I !t)
bcalllr \' {Llh lrarL oi ihe reesi:op c . qht
srt Car Sagan arques tlaL L s a conc
oence YoLr can p{rt down any nu.nber ol
doLs and t,r'oLr lurn them acerta n way vou
geLa rep caolparrctLhesky The maohas
e!oe.ce ror and aqansl I BUl lo.e I
dces. t .nake mLr.h d lle.e.cc The a e.s
nor.e p a.e! loLi d req! re abclt one rln
dred s rly rn,es ol cards The orob €m re

ac:s e rner as a wave or a oarrc e depend Lhe. iook sk n a.d na I safp es Barney
1 r :in 'e par 

'!ar 
slLa on Pe'hacs ,Fos 

" il"?Xi,".1lili;r.iilIlii.iiii;il?: 
"t 9.d alrerw.rd pri lrrem lnl1er hypnoss

! Then he d owed me lo .Lcrrogale Lhem tor

I an hoLrr and a hat Th€y we.e s Lr,rll as cose
I L:! A'rv,,,,ruso
t olrer lneor.s a r-a

Hynek ls.bvols
Liir ab(r !ci o. cap
L!.eslhap!trIciancy
Sp e bergd dn t make
a Tore oLrL ol a noc
rlrna gnr or even a
oa., ght d sc C/ose
E.co!nters o/ lhe
j.A,rd Krnd was a
gra o oer DecaLrse r

broLrchL,n a.o{her n.
Le !!nce rne otners
l : .ral anoros o arle

'!l r Gocl are lirey

$
dj

Hynekt Abso ule y .o1
tsav ng taLked .l
maLey nol onrt vr lh
BeLly and Barie.,' bLi
arso ,n, Lh 0Llrer ab
cucLees tneres o.e
in ng rhaL siands oLrl
Trev 'rmv be,e!-. I

[a!!9!9E and rhey
ma.tarLhat I ids
rea Blt al rl-ai elo
ol reaL? s L? s i
psychooqca rea (y
PhYs,ca rear,ly or
somern.9 e se en
l rely? Rghr no!! we
oon I nave e noLl gh
ev oence and a.y
answer thaL cou d
g ve wcuro oe rnla d
OmD': Prolessor r.j1

chae: Pers nger of
La!re.l an Lln !er: tt
. Orl.ro sLo.esls
raL -FO s!N .!l: rre
! s ons nolaea by'
eectromaqnetc r_o ds
l.om Lhe .arlh s .'usl
Hynek Pe.s.ge, 3 a
!o.! e.Lils:s a Scr

3ssLrafce Fe .'.j a
bergtL B(rl ,o. be
co.!.ccd Lrnt Fc aa.
prole Lnar af e e.iro
maqieLc ,r d ..,r rp
P ed lrrrolr!h r ec

nere lc maKe crjarm
Lt..j. -.15 oLr,.f |]st
A. rirf o![ .f 'or a
.:. s.!rce r, pro

C....9 back lrom vacaron n Ca.ada .llaj 'lre! rer.rrLed ! saw er'dL ,o!.1 b_a

.;:il a Lv!a: UFO Tlre. B;rney r;3
so-enn!! mpe ec Lo lake a s ce road Tfoy
.3-"e across rriral lhey LfroLrght aasij road
c::< lrr.rn iney ctarm some creatrres
.: : i]. na k.! r.ward Lhc rar o.ir j ar en
' ._ Lf !i hafc hro!!l- lrre aar r .!ow ...1f1 s r BeLr, and Barney rernemocr Twof: -:: aler ihc, regafed.onsco!sfcss.^./ dcro rr ,,v | !e _ es tartfrer dow.r ihe
rrrC wLhotr liv rdea how ihey qoL Lhcre
4.. Ln s obvous y began to bolhef thern

ney oeqan 10 have bad dreams and t

lo me as yolr are naw. and when BarneygoL
lo lhe scene where he was abducted he
ye ed oirt n absolure ablect lerror I senl
sh,vers dor/n my sp.e d say hed have O
9.1arr O:.a/ lcr lhe pe'orin]l... lhe,r.ie

Omfl Wasnt Lhere a so a s(r m.. rhaLBe v

Hynek Accordr.qr to gerLv she aslied lne
.a.lcr rf ],c l.-. r-is r(!r -c ou .il th s
'rjree d m.r qo|i mao oll r_ii n. aa tse
trd ner rn;ll!_rL- (xr 5 rer.J sr.lr5 afc ire r.9s
Lnc r(rd-a and ctporalon roLlcs rs peop€
rorJ,a y o owed lhen ne sad Do lorl
Inow wl'ere tou a/e, EelLy kirew no asLron.
omy 4harsoever sire can probaby re lhe
sun fiom rTre moon blt lhats aboulalt He

Lrodes s capable olproduc nq vrs,ons
Omr,:Alv n Lawson a professor at Ca tor
nra SLale Un vers ty al Long Beach suq-
qesLs tiat llFO abducr!-Ds .re s nrpi! e !
.rl r. r)r fr frtr md l/e!].-r .sr!mc.: r..l
Lre o.g t.ic lo Lhe 4rnrtr hc sa,/s rr.re
been cc.lerlad ,.Lo a cn eiam..rs ;.d
!.earliry beams o{ onL
Hynek I dcf i Lr'r nk LrabLes .om nq Lr,jrrtrqh
llre o rlir.a..rrir!! d r.Ic-b|r lr.L sr].t LJt

sLLrll Law!(ji rho s a,rF|.J sirL.e(Jrer :,,./
, hassorr.tro4 aLch.ar.Loalh..rv !sL

Omnl Co!d UFO abducLees be releat,.g
some sorrorJUnq an archel),re psj',chooll
ca sy'nbo s lhat haunl us a ?
Hynekr Why al lh s part cu ar epoch lhought

How Bushmills occasionallv
helps 1ou meet beautiful

andcuriouswomen.
\ou ordcr scotch .rr r brr rnd thc

gorgcous \r(rnrn nc\r rrt rorr sar s ro hersclf:''(.r//) Ju sr rn,,rhcr scorch drinker.'
\bu ordcr Bushmills Lrr r b:u.rnd thc

gorgcous \romirn nc\r ro \r)u sr\s (ro \()u)l
''flrcrrsc mc. brt t/kn i\ l/tati

\{tr! irl\ up (, \,)rr
lall hcr Bushnrills is i,Iporred lronr

thc $1)rldls (tJcsr disflllc^
Ihcn Icnrion rh,rr iis rlistiltcd 3 rinrcs

h,r xn Llri,rnnionl\ s nrrrrh tlrrc
\t rhrs |,)Irr. \,)Lr'rc of \inrr (^r rl

llttshnrllls c"rl hclp. bur (,nh n, nruch



,f",
oleileao I acl raies ine lra.spo.cer a.0
bacl n fr'ash rqlo. DC h s b coc frearr
ceal Le-pera L?e and ocatorra.ea oe.q

[,lj", """,. "ro.t,"o.o.o,.*,. 
o sorercar ,feoa.aoe

fi,i"intt'-"mtu'Y' ol rhe e k An ef s {andenng through lhe
oeca.:se ^ ooe " ec^'ol- \o'l resl -e{' o'r 

^re. 
:-doerry ro sees

::;;pa.-.r'FoF$o o'-" d d.o- ri d d5o-o.d..( r,op-oo*n"' o " "
z!,2i".^" - o - doo " ^:.- o.o:ooe oo
:;;j-a,-+.D6 d - o.o -oqF .oo. od L6

pr.vs ca e'ie.ts N.vrcou.la.arc.el!ceo as acila v a he..pLer rna the slraFge
prolecton produce bJrns radarl,ac.gs or creallres peope Tre,r, l reo a Lr:nq! z.q
lang ble marks on ihe groLndt !. a sense bu et nlo h m a.d wh e ne was Lrfcon

scc!s mp:anted a traFsponCer Scrheek
alter he wales !c has no .oton {hatever

lhe.aroet n scence vou d0.ct cscard :l.at whe.eler a c€rla. satetle passes

Lasn Landru.n atrart Ine slory lhere con. Sr
ce.ns ue y uash vch LandrLrm and Vckrs \gq
grandson coby The rhree wefe com,na L1!
oacl rror a B nqo qrme rijF. rhe,/6.i {

-:)6 ., 'i. s oo.c I'' " d"s __ "c
srn doolr rde.r, free cort E !
ng l olrt

Omnl Wlrat do yorJ lh.k was ar the rooi.
Hyfek:r/! besl gLess s thal liey "!ere er
posed to some k,nd or tr]l1!!a!lja!E!!o
Space shLrtte e._oneer .toin Scl.eusser
irnos .ves,gar ng lne case s lee .g io.
n3ra :he dea trral ihe rnree r/ere erpcsed
lo a govern-e.Loev ce escorLed D! lirentt
lhree fe coplers qes eren he ced B-.il,'
/ck anCCobyto nsttllea ars! taga.sr
rrreUorerrmert BLrl lheres ancther sde ot
a th s l/he'e ro! d lle.t!-lhree he coo
:ers .ome lom, F rsl ola t .!as Ctr stmas

,' ).s-.El
.-- tro.j'-\..\rrrr l.:.

HvnFk N. h:r <

ripi c"ffiiEiffi,.ii "iL,oraph c lmage oi the he copters i coLr d aLy
Lhai mcre than bLry lwenty three sord
pr,r'sca he copters lrom some LJnk.ow.
oase wlren no basernan w aorr I see.g
so manyne coptersot lhal partcLiar l,nd
Orrri Yet I fea y Lhr.k tfal were !b ged to
.ons d3r lhe eci ihaL sofe af :hese s lhl
.gs irrr dle a go!er.-e.L.ri'i F.-.€. !
.-;r.: E O.rerl ratjea r..!,e..].r .,!i
.rer so!eLsare Le au.ch.gs
Hynek: r,.]clay ol colrse slrch le.h..ogy
m:y accoJnt;or na.'/ ieporis Filr '947
l'roLj. l!54 -.,,re,'cr amojr .ir-: rl Lr3
rfa.e!'rers a..r bed ro .lFOs .!r ! hale
lcarr itlp a;.ea !rt hu-a. ica-n.c./
i.c -.Je. ladari arr lechroo!,' ari !l-a
ca:e o..r' parL o lhe pfrenoaero- ile sr r
co. t riale cra i llral can fiorera.c :ne. :ak€
!lrel lanLastc sreed
Orrnr As 1ar as yoLr k.cr B!' :fe !c!er.
ne.t fas been mp caled n orher r!a)i as
we A group <r'rcwn as CA|IS ,C'rc.s
AgaL.st UFO Secrecylc ams that lhe ao!
efnmenl nas Deen orcTrestat,nq a massve
coreeup ol llFO nrormalc. -herre.e
cen'y floked rire Freedc- or r1.,-a,!.
Aa La Oblar aa3S ea . crmala' -l.l -a
'irev i.!.d ar!lh r! :.c .io ,oL .. -..e
rlreres a gover.mcnrcoler Lrp?
Hynekr What.an be .overed Lc, Yr! :a.
ccrer Lro gnoraFce embarrassnie. s.s
'.rr Lrc laa 3als m!se I ca{r i sca rc,l -pl
c-prce or a d apo cal l,la.ii.r,re -.r. ..rr-'r
LO rC Oerce!e a siro.c feLrcla.ae c sna'e
.l.rmar.n w rh the oLb c Ih€ !o!er.meFt
0.1 c assr y many oi ihe unexp a ned s qfrr
n!l,q and CAUS we d ng rhe F,eedo- or
nrormalion Act managed 1o d scoler a
.!mber ol lhings lfre mosL mportant ma.

Hynek:What /eect s ll-re dea tfral lesF- carelLr y potlec Now Ls lery srggest,le
and o ood a e.s are ! s l no ihe eer'1, do b|]tcefta.y.oLprovabeL.aLsomeorLhese
De ele Inar rr0r. a. asLron.mca stand ablJclees esoe.a i !!l-e. lhet seen lo
po.l tfre orobalr lyota.olher.Le !e.ce. ihe rn lerse s efornoLrs B!: oLJr ! so.
orlnat nieiLgence Lenas lo be rer! prorn,
c ar r ook.g ro. e e sel^,here yve nalu
ra iy lt nk n terms !loLrr own fe 8uL h.k
Lhal s a m slake pfeler 10 go w lh iie v e!1/

ofGeorqe Wad al Narvaro who says thal
conscrousness may oe sepa/ale rrcrn lTie
verrcle tTral conta,ns t

aso agree wlh Arlhuf c carke !!ho
sad Lnalwhen we iook lor feesewhere we
shouid ook nol on y for leaswekno!! t bll
aso lor le as we donl know I and canl
magne I We are terrbly crrclmscrbed and
p/e-Cooerfcan n olr na vetd whe. t co.nes
1lr our co.ceptor .le ,_oenl ie U'e !.der
stardlhalrfereareollrersoarsvs:.-s trrL
[e are sr agcce.ir a fe. I aa-aq c clr
.onceoL ol de Niavbe uFos are .srf!

dgrg_e_!€g_!!!9!!fri9i

Hynek:A .a. cc sspr rnme ii:e.ar.l
Suppose tlrat a r on vears dgo so-e oLL
s de nie ge.ce nao p anled a sensor . Lhe
soar syslem r Lse.r{ reporrs rrack.ome
every thoLsand yea's as lar as Earlh and
lhe rruma. race were.oF.erned rosl ol
lriose reporLs wourd lrave bee. rea y nro
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Notes on the oMNI fntervlev of Dr. t. A11en Hynek (OMNI, Feb, 1985)

Page l\, co]. 2, bottoEr Hynek says nilitary and coEr0erclal pllots
are hlgh-callber vltnesses. Compare thls wlth Hynek, vlntage 1975:
"A puot can be Just as Elstaken about the planet Venus o! a fhebalt
as a kindergarten teache!. Pllots have slrelved Jetlhers thlnklng
th6y vere on a col11sl.on coulse wlth neteors...rr (People Magazlne,
Aug. 16, f976, p. ,2)i and vLntage lJlT t ',Surpr1s1ng1y, coDnerclal
and B1l1tary pllots appear to Bake relatlvely poor vltnesses...r'
(The Hvnek UFO Report, p. 27D,

Page /4, coI. 3, top: As he often does, Hynek here states a false
al.ternatlve: l,Jhen reputabfe cltlzens report seelng UFos, our option
( Hynek says) is elther to accept thelr ieports as-1lterilly trire orto call the!3 crazy. But that 1s not so. A thlrd alternative that
Hynek fa1ls to nentlon 1s that such wltnesses are mlstaken elther
ln thelr perceptlon, lnterpretatlon, or descrlptlon of vhat they sav.

\.

Page f)+, col. 3, niddl.e: Hls use of the l!3portant quaLlfying phrase
"reportedly saw" (a UFo) Eay lndj.cate that Hynek 1s learning, But
other renarks lndicate lust the opposlte--e.9., observe h1s
uncrltlcal attitude toward eyevitness testlnonyi when told that UFos
enlt blindlng llghts or hover or accelerate vlthout naklng nolse
(page 108, c01. 3, topi page 114, c01. 3, top), Hynek accepts those
assertions as l1teral1y correct; he nakes no allourance for error orexaggeratlon. Hynek seens obllvious to vhat his ovn forner chlef
investlgator, A11arl Hendry, dlscovered, and vhat h1s old adversary
Donald Men?el had been saylng fo-r decades--that sotrie poltlons of
eyevl,tness testlnony Eust be dlscounted (i.e., not taken literatly).
PaEe 76, col. 3, eiddLe: Hynek says that Dr. Edvard Condon
"dlsstlssed UFos as nonsense'r. 0n1y partly correct. Although Condon
dlsmlssed nany UFQ storles as uafoirnded, he also Vrote: ,'ve-l-the
condon coEnlttee-/ belleve that any sci6ntlst wlth adequate Tralnlng
a]ld credentlals who gomes up vith a clearly de'ined, stecific
Droposal for. study aof UFO'reportsJ shouid be suoporied.', (!p!dg!
Report, p. 2) Henc;, tf Hyllek- wanti to persuade hii scientifl6--
coLLeagues to study UFo reports, as he often c1alr0s, perhaps he
should stop excorlatlng Condon and the A1r Force for events that
happened years ago, and offe! a clearly deflned, speciflc proposal
for study, as Condon suggested. Hlmekrs rrhope to carry out an
extenslve UFO research effort'r (page 1l-4, col. 2r bottorD) sourds
rather vague.

velous'r Papua case occuued Ln
ek o01ts to Dentlon that the UFo
ed the sane location 1n the sky
ed froD vlev at the satre tlne
horlzoni ana (c), llke Venus, vas
e 2* hours lt reualned vls1ble.
s too nuaerous to I1st here) nake
n UFO lras nothlng nore than Venus
exclted observers.

Robert Sheaffer
Note
Commentary on the above OMNI interview by UFO skeptic David A. Schroth, a member of Klass "plasmarians" group.
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6. Page 109, col. 1, nlddler }ltlat theory nlght explaln UFo abductlon
clalDs?, oMNI asks. Brt an lnvestlgator 1s obllgated to account
only for facts--not claiEs. Slnce UFo abductlon storles contaln
only clalns--not facts--Eynek ls looking for a theory to accountfor sonething vhlch he caffrot prove even erlsts. Perhaps thls ls
one reason he ls so frustrateal (rrone wonders w\y study the subjectat all. I've gone through ups and dolnsr tlr0es vhen I felt that lt
vas Just polntl€s s. "--page 114, col. 2, top). (To understand the
abductlon craze, ve need only frar06 our questlon dlfferently! Why
do some people tel1 abductlon storles? Fosslble notlves hcludepubllctty, prestLge, notorlety, book and novle contracts, the
perverse satlsfactlon derlved frono perpetratlng a hoax, etc.)

7. Page 7O9, co1. 1, botton! Hynek says that Barney and Betty Hll1
had no ldea holr they could have r].osttr two hours on thelr JourDeyhone. Not truei the H11ls were not arare
periodrr untll that ldea lras suggested to
enthusiasts) tvo tronths aftervaid. (see
(paperback edltions), pp. 64, 230-31, 239

8. Page 1ot, co1. 2, bottom: Ilynek disr0iss--s the posslblllty that
Barney H111 vas actlng--i,e,, trying to deceive Hynek--lrhen Hynek
lnterrogated hin, I agree that there ls no reason to question
I,Ir. 11111 's integrtty. But note hov Hynek lnpl1c1tly e;cl.udes a
Eore 1lkely posslbillty--that l'b. H11t vas sincere but nlstaken
ln h1s beJ-ief that he and hls vlfe had been abducted by a11ens.

9. Page 109, coL. 3, nlddler Hynek gsserts that the HlUs I'ftrEfy
beLleve lt Z thelr UFo abduction-/ haDpened, and they Eaintaln that
1t was real. But at what level of reality is 1t?" observe Hynek's
argunent: Bet,ty H111 earnestly belleves that her abductlon \ra sreal; e!go, lt @ real (at soroe 'rlevel of reality"), observe that
Hlrrek lnplicltly disallows the possibiLlty that Mrs. Hltl ls
trlstaken ln her bel1ef--that her abd.uctlon \^ras not real--that lt
dld not occur anyuhere except 1n her dreans. The sincerlty of a
person's be11ef that he vas abducted by the occuparts of a flylng
saucer has no relevance lrhateyer for aleterminlng whether such an
event actually occurred. the o.uestlonr At rrhat rrlevel of reality"
tlld 1t occur? 1s a pseudo-probleE. Elther lt occurred--or 1t
dldnrt occur. (My ovn vlew rega.rding the Hill- case 1s that the
evldence for an actual abductj-on 1s aEblguous at best, and that
there are substantial reasons to belleve that 1t dldnrt occu!--1.e., Dr. Slnonrs fantasy \ypothesls to account for the apparent
abductlon, and Robert Sheaffer I s Juplter-rBlsidentlfication
hypothesls to account for the UFO slghttng ltsetf. )

10. Page lO9, col. 3, mlddle: 0bserve how Hynek gets entangled ln the
o1d Carteslan nlnd-body dlchotony. observe the uords he uses:
"psychological realityrr,,'physlcal realltyr','rlevel of rea1lty".
Erpresslons l1ke these slgnlfy onl.y one thlng: lack of llrtellectualrlgor. Properly speaklng, the tern ',physlcal rea11ty" 1s redundant.for there ls no other klnd of reallty. Any questlon 1nvo1v1ng such'
teru_E as I'physlcal rea11ty" vs. "psyihologicdl reallty" ls veiypoorly fraEed--and very I1ke1y a pseudo-pioblen, SucL terns do not
deDote tlro dlfferent realltles--they belong to tl{,o allfferentlanguages. Novhere ls the dlsclpllired use-of vords nore laportant
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than ln sclence. But such terns--along wlth 'trruIt1p1e rea1ltles,,
or "alternate rea]-ltlesrr--cannot clarlfy anythtn8 i they carr only
help UFo advocates to paper over the absencb of eildence for
ertraordlnary phenonena (and to decelve theEselves lrto thbklngthat they afe forEulatlng profounal laleas). (For excellent
dlscussloa on thesE nattersr see P6ter l(ol.is artlcl-e. 'rREatityand the Paranorlalr', 1n Korrs Kosnos, Jan. 1979, pp. -9-12, 

)

11. Page 112, col. 1, top: 1,lhy werenrt there coplous IIF0 reports In
the nlneteenth ceatury?, Ilynek vonalers. He falls to conslder that
the nlneteenth century had no books, Dagazlnes, radlo, TV, or
novles to suggest ard popuLarlze @ ldea of flylng saucers, .Lnd
no groups of saucer enthuslasts to explolt that ldea.

12. Page 113, coI. 1, top! Hynek mentlons UlD slghtlngs reported at
several A1r Force bases ft\ f97r, But he does not say Hho
lnvestlgated those events to deterulne ,.rhether they rolght have
lnvolved nlsldentlflcatlon of celestla1 obJects. Mllitary
persolte]' are by no means lrunme fron reportlng stars and planets
as Utrls--ard tr{ynek knows thls fron his evaluatlons of the 1952

ot 1nvo1v6 nisidentlficatlons of
celestlal obJects l1ke those in these three cases?

13, Page 11\, co1, 2, bottoro: Hynek refers to a conputer catalog of
elghty thousand UFo reports, lJhat he falls to mention ls that
nany thousards of those reports are actually Elsldentificatlons
and proven hoaxes (see Allan Hendryrs UF! Hanitbook, p. 245).

Davld A. Schroth
Feb. 198 5


