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Robert Sheaffer
Note
When I was at Northwestern, Hynek was finishing up his first UFO book. It became "The UFO Experience," a book famous for creating the three different kinds of "close encounters." Hynek had been sending the manuscript around to his UFOlogical colleagues, like Jacques Vallee and Fred Beckmann. 

Once while we were discussing matters UFOlogical, Hynek offered to let me read one chapter, Chapter 8 ("Close Encounters of the First Kind"). This three-page letter is my response to that chapter, one leading the the inclusion of a note in his book (see final page). Following this is Hynek's response, then Klass' commentary on my letter, and finally the note Hynek inserted in his book.
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NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY

Inter-Oft ce Correspondence

To Bob Schaeffer

DarE October 29, 1970

rRou J. A1len liynek, chairnlan

DEp^RrMENr Astronomy

Sincerely yours,

Dear Bob,

Thanks for your review of my chapter. Honever, \,/e have a funda-
mental difference of vieirpoint. T sitrtply an not interested in studying
noise and am willing to 1el sociologists worry about how nany people mis-
take Vealls for sonething else.

I do not believe that the statislical approach is valid in this
problem, unless of course you \,/ant to study noise. I do not assume, as you
do, ahal sightings made by highly competerl witnesses represent the tail
end of ttre distribulion curve of nisperceplions, The limits of mispercep-
tion have not been established, and f imagine they are a rathe. cornplex
function of personality and numbers of observers. That assumplion ernascu-
lates and makes senseless any further wor:k on the subject.

Perhaps I should restate the objectives of my book. like Madane
Cu::ie, f am ou! to sludy "radium," not mounlains of I'pitchblende.rr If lhe
radiun does not exist, then no anoun! of distillation of the pitchblende
iril1 produce it. If honever one operates on the assumption lhat the radiun,
lhough infinitesinally snLa1l, lnay indeed exist, then one does nol statisli-
cally study the pitchblende but rather extr.acts from il ahe active ingredie$t
and very properly throws the rest of the pitchblende in lhe dunp. This is
the problem as I conceive it. I am examining !b4! residue of the pitchblende
which no!,r shows lhe greatest ptomise of yieldlng radiur, so to speak. So,
under your assrmpiioni any serious study of lhe UFO subjecl is cleatly a
waste of time, unless you do wanl to study distribution curves \,'hich clearly
do not interest me. 0n the other hand, your asstltrrption certainly needs
lesting, and in order to accomplish that you should do some !,7ork to support
it by factsj otherinise you are nerely left holdirg a baggy assumption. The
incontravertible fact remains that I have read and studied thousands of
reports, and interrogated hundreds of wilnesses while you are sti11 operating
in the reaLn of theory. I do hope tha! you do considerable LTork to establish
your assutrrprions because if it can be established, you will have done con-
siderable servtce, and I will be the first lo congraaulate you. The problen
here is certainly one of residues; elther these residues belong to the sane
universe as do misperceptioos, or they are different. We sha11 never: know
nhich is the case Llnless we \,7ork to find out.

/4/A



PHILIP J. KLASS
560 "N', SrFEEr.9. W.

wasBrNcroN- D. c. 20024

Novenber 29. 1970

Dear Bob:

Having spent aI1 day, fion early this norning until flow (ddnight), writing, itlte!-
viewing, etc. the flext j.ssue of ny Coope?ative A?t. newspaper, I an too weary to dis-
cuss nole than your recent couespondence and exchange with J. Al1en H. about his book.

Clear1y, i.f one rere to give your letter and Hfnekrs teply to a wise o1d nan and
say that one of the authors l1las a PhD in scielce of sone years and the other v{as a
young student--and ask the sage to identify vhich was h'hich, he uould very quickly
conclude that Sheaffer ras the wise professor a'ld Hfnek $as the naive student.

But if he llere a truly wise, super-$ise sage, he would correctly identify you as
the student. For he ould lecognize that otrly youth would attenpt to chalge anotherts
basic conndtment arld long-he1d views in a single letter. For youth thinks that the
views of anothe!, silce they theoreticalty can be changed i.n a split second, ooght to
be capable of change in at least a few nonents or ninutes. But ln fact, changing a
Pexsonts deeply held convictions can take a lifetine--without success--al1d tecognition
of this cofies only with age and naturity--and bittel experience.

In reality, of course, Itfnek i his deep seated egotisrn, could never publ.icly ad$it
so gross an erlor in judgmelt as you seek to force him to adruit. And in fact, whelrever
ANYoNE gives you a paper, ar:tic1e, nanuscript--whateve"--and erhe'lever he nodestly says:trlrn rea11y NOT nuch of a lrriter and I seek your conmeats"--what he REALLY IS ASXING
FoR is your PRAlSE--not yout criticisn.

I have uorked with engiteers and scielltists who vo].unteered that they uef,e terrible
writers, hated to write...and afte" our intefiiew, if I chanced to show then ny atticle,
invariabl). they {ould suggest adding, o! deletiag a comna, or changing a sentetce
stlucture. The fact is that !rhe[ we get ou! ideas down on paper--they becone even less
susceptible to change than when they are sonewhat fluid in ou" heads.

So what Hfnek aea1ly wanted fron you was: 'rD!. Hynek, that is superb. Your logic
ls unassailable and your style is inpeccable." Then, to show that you had really read
it rrcritically,l you ndght have added: r'However, there is one place where I think you
should heve used rthat' instead of'rihich'." (Since eve?yone ntakes that kind of nistake,
he could freely have conceded that he was never very good in gr.arlloar. And he would
have narked you as a very petceptive young nan with a keen logical nlind, Iflstead,
today, I'n suxe that llynek is convinced that your thinking is really quite fuzzy.)

lncidentally, if it is not too late, perhaps you could suggest a better title for
hi.s book: IALLEN IN WoNDERLANDTI

lrihen one engages ln intellectual debate, one rea1ly ought to choose oners objective,
If you desire to change the othe! guys viorr'point, you nust be willing to settle for a
small increnent of charge--initial1y. If, on the other hand, you want to confront hin,
enbatass hi.n, or bait hin (as I so often do with 02), then use the rlo holds barred
approach, Now ohile you approached fvnek diplonatj-cally (wher:e I respond to 02 with
the Eross exagerations he loves to use), still to have accepted your criticisn would
have forced li)rek to bTeal'rith his public stance for the past 5 years o! so on UFos.
And to admit that one of his students had seen the light before he had. This was too
nuch to ask or hope fo!. But out of thls, hopefully, you have gained sorne useful
insight into the irnnobility of tianrs vie}rpoint,

Regard
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In terms of scietrdic atudy, the only sigtrmcanl UFO re'
oorts axe. as wo llave seen, IJFO reports that remain Puz_
;liaa altct corrpeteor'urvestigrlioo has beetr cooducl€d.
Onl-v tbele calt be temed repon, of u FOs. The stimulus
for these Eports js tnrly unkno$rl-that is, the repoferc
bavo oassed a r€liabilily sc'feening. and rhe known Possible
stimuii have paised a phycical e\planadon slt€€nin&
Thotlsatrds of such reporb .lt!l; Ihere are ahout 700 a(_

kno*ledsed case,s itr Blue Book 61es alone, and many oth-
ers are c6ntahed in the files of UFO organiatioB and Pri-
vate ifl€sagatols.

Each such scre€ftd report demands an ans\tet to two
*Mmr o.iti.g 4inlain $di.ll UFO lepor13 do saftaga Sinca.

l:rce mrdotr oI !t@ odsidal. urLmFFd relotu 56 cledtv de edt oJ

ni-;*pdo!, criu6,t) rhar n.6' g.riod in d€?rh wodd toEal rbal
,r'.'-tit! tav of U?O lb.notrna 'e be "o.hde6iad su'h
.-g',.-Lt *i"io tt"t 

"tl 
i-no reFd\ Del6d.e to de sM. sladsri'al

m;dltion md Lba! tno detEL, lne ruly r r bti!.g LrFO 'eporl: do
i..,ar .*** ir !ha' porurJrioo on. misi wirh equtl jnsLj@ 

'av
$hi e pb$rA rhe wittio. a td or rrMse' tbil
@relr__tbe kJ @d.t de dissibu oo .u.. of rbe 'i7* of o'anEe'

Robert Sheaffer
Note
And this is the comment that Hynek obviously added as a note in Chapter 4 after the text had been finalized, to answer my uncredited comments:

"Many critics maintain that all UFO reports are garbage. Since a large portion of the original, unfiltered reports are clearly the result of misperception, critics say that investigation in depth would reveal that the entire body of UFO phenomena can be so characterized. Such arguments assume that all UFO reports belong to the same statistical population and that the deviants, the truly interesting UFO reports, are merely extremes in that population. One might with equal justice say while plotting the variation in sizes of oranges that watermelons are merely the tail end of the distribution curve of the sizes of oranges."

One might indeed say that, but when one does not know whether the watermelons are a distinct category from the oranges, one cannot exclude the possibility that they are measurement errors of oranges.



