MEMO N T, 1970

PHILIP J. KLASS

Dear Ol: @

Here's copy of original USAF release for your files.

The LIFE editor was interested enough in your UFQ
hoaxes to takehem along with him, along with the
Trent material and other stuff.

Never know how much, or how little, they will end
up usings T asked that you be paid some reasonable fee
if they used your pix.

A V’ a t’ On W eek McGraw-Hill, Inc., 425 Matl. Press Bldg., Washington, D.C. 20004

& Space Technology



Robert Sheaffer
Sticky Note
The "USAF Release" must refer to the announcement of closing Project Bluebook.



Klass had spoken to an editor at Life magazine, and suggested that they use one of my openly fake UFO photos to illustrate how easy it is to make UFO photos.


MEMO

PHILIP J. KLASS %]
Bob:

It's not too early to think of a summer joba...
and get our feelers out by spring.

One possibility is the Zenith radio lab--no
defense business.

Another is Chicago Aerial Industries (Now Bourns/
CAI) is one of the Chicago suburbs. They make photo
recon cameras for military and civil use. Think that
it might be more interesting for you (if they have
any openings) if you are willing to consider same.

Let me know by time I return from Europe on or
about Feb. 15 or shortly thereafter.

A VI a t’ On Week MeGraw-Hill, Inc., 425 Natl. Press Bldg., Washington, D.C. 20004

& Space Technology


Robert Sheaffer
Sticky Note
I ended up working in a hot factory for my summer jobs. Nothing nifty like this!


NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY
EVANSTON, ILLINOIS

Hareh 31, 1970

Copies to all
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angular veloci uy Uﬂd df_.CLlLfott" on of the meteors.
vn Jenuary 3, 1970, a fireball brighter
thzn the moon fell over northeastern Uklahoma,
at 8:14 PM €8T, It cmused senlc booms that
were heard all the way from tul@ae to lLahlequah,
a distance of 60 miles. +rom a study of the
photographs teken of the meteor, its trajectory
was computed. Unly 800 meters from the predicted
spot, a 22 pound meteorite was discovered, near
the small town of Lost City, Oklahoma.

Er: In Czechoslovakia on April 7, 1959, a
%% 3 similar bright meteor was photographed by 11
R cameras, and its trajectory was computed.

i&n%" The Prarie Network has been im continuous
i~ operation since 1965. Why have none of its

cameras tracked any of the bright UFRC'S that
have been reported in this time? The cameras
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L:Elj_;:, meteor snic boom), Why haventt any
found in the zame Way
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August 10, 1970

Dear Bob:

A quickie response to your last card, for I am weary from my
writing, and tomorrow is my day at the office. (Think I wrote you that
I got a month's leave of absence, but I go into the office one day each
week to go thru my mail.)

Glad my pessimistic appraisal on UFO book market did not discourage
you. I really think that the sort of book you have in mind SHOULD do
well in perhaps 10 years--when all but the real die-hards have given up
ship and the public would then be interested to know how/why so many
people could have bedieved the ETI fable., K Especially interesting, how
could otherwise respected scientists like McDonald, Hynek, and a number
of others delude themselves so badly.

Am delighted to hear that you are considering a possible career in
science/eechnical writing, for I think (1) you would be good at it and
(2) would enjoy it and (3) would feel you were helping to serve your
fellow man and make the world a little better place.

Suggestion: Don't worry about taking a lot of courses in journalism,
although perhaps a basic course would be good, and look good on your record.

Far more important, try to get a job with the University daily
newspaper--as their science writer, or asst. science writer, or if nothing
else, as a flunky fcovering the botanical gardens. But do get some exper-
ience. It is sort of like digging ditches--looks easy if you've never
tried it--and it isn't really difficult--but there are a few tricks of the
trade that need to be learned.

Then, by next summer you might be ready and qualified to seek a
job with AAAS on their respected Science Magazine.

Important: wander into a used book store and see if you can find
copy of a small book entitled: Art of Plain Talk, by Dr. Rudolph Flesch.
(He also has turned out others, building on basic concepts, but the first
one is best and less adulterated.) You'll learn the import of keeping
your sentence structure short, simple; using simple anglo-saxon words--
except for special situations where you need to use a long, complex
sentence, or where a short word won't do. Might strike you as simplistic--
and as you mature as a writer you will deviate from his injunctions--but
in general it is as good a basic text on writing as you can find, in my
opinion.

1 think you will find astronomy too restrictive, with insufficient
involvement with people and politics to suit your personality. Science
writing can be fascinating, especially if you have a natural instinctive
bent for instructing and teaching--which I think you have.

So much for now.

Re \
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Robert Sheaffer
Sticky Note
This is a letter from PJK to "Plasmarian" David Ashkin, with Ashkin's comments on it.



Apparently it deals with Ashkin's question, If Bluebook is now closed, who answers the queries to the Air Force about UFOs?


[%] PHILIP J. KLASS
BEO "N STREET, 5. WY,
WASHINGTON, 1 O, 20024

.71/(
ﬁ 4 N November 26, 1970

Dear E : (Please route on to , 04)

A quick response inre yoﬁr investigation of the Brown Mountain Lights before
taking off for Colonial Williamsburg for a couple days of much needed relaxationm,

If you had mentioned your plans to visit the site, I should have sent you the
enclosed copy (RETURN AFTER ROUTING TO 03, 04) of the original investigation report
by George Mansfield--whikh I very briefly abstracted in my brief paper on the subject.

While I commend you for initiative, a '"low-level, partial investigation" of
the type you conducted by interviewing one witness is of questionable value in solv-
ing a complex mystery of this sortf/;zimam inclined to place little credence in Rose's
3

testimony. Even if e assume that {ALL/©f the wild stateme‘ts(@ttrlbuted to him In» :?

(the Argosy artlcTé are the . Fig gment he author 1mag1néfi3h you must recognize
M?HE% if the Brown Mountain nghts (BML) are 51mp1y ‘explained as refractive effects,
then Rose becomes a 'nobody' and he forfeits all of the excitement of being a local
expert and getting the chance to talk to exciting visitors from Flemington, N.J. @
etc: ete; €te.

he conducted a rather well instrumented and detailed investigation—-and he included
several of the local natives who were most experienced in seeing BML. While it

gt

is possible that BML involve TWO different phenomena, certainly one of them is

the refractive effect, in my opinion. To sort out one phenomenon from another

(assuming there are two) is a much more complex task than to spot a single phenomenon,
_ you will agree. We should need a rather extensive team with two-way walkie-talkies,
f surveying instruments (which I don't really know how to operate), perhaps a hellcopter

or two, if we were to attempt such an investigation.

Now here is my schedule for the coming 8 months:
Dec. 16 to Jan. 3: Business trip to mid-west § one week skiing in Colorado.
Jan. 15-18: Working with Random House Editor on my book before it goes to printer.
Jan. 22--Feb. 15: Ski vacation in Switzerland.

Feb., 15- Mar. 7: Back in U.S., clearing up Av Week work, going over galley proof for new
book, preparing for business trip to Europe.

Mar. 7--Apr. 7: Business trip to Europe.
April 7-May 15: Writing up special report for special issue based on trip.
May 15-May' 30: Clearing up several months accumulated work at office; reading page

proof of new book
May 30: - June 7: Trip to Paris Air Show.

June 7: Start catching up on long-accuomulated work since Dec. at office.

?’(
L

|
Now if you will study the report by Mansfield, and his map, you will see that


Robert Sheaffer
Sticky Note
Apparently "plasmarian" Frank Marrow was proposing to visit North Carolina to investigate the Brown Mountain Lights, and wanted Klass to join him.



Robert Sheaffer
Sticky Note
Flemington, NJ was Marrow's home town.


=

July: New book is published. Involved in radio appearances, promotion, etc.

So, probably around August or September of next year, if all goes well, I
might have a little free time. If book goes well, it might be closer to October.

I eer 4T/

So I have a rather rugged year ahead of me and cannot now commit myself to
a BML trip--even if I were convinced that one were justified on the basis of your
talks with Rose. " e SRR il Mg Bl

1 - .. 3 m— ’?
{ i’/)f';f- q\_', ‘S/C‘: ) {j -é:_'!‘{:; e ///v‘? ‘(_i_)‘ { .‘i P _)

e

But let us see,

ek s = —,

PLEASE HANDLE ENCLOSEDC REPORT WITH CARE AS IT IS ONLY COPY I HAVE. You
are welcome to make a copy, if you can pull it off,



Robert Sheaffer
Sticky Note
Klass must be referring to "Secret Sentries in Space" (Random House, 1970), his ground-breaking book on spy satellites.

Robert Sheaffer
Sticky Note
Markings and comments in red appear to be by Frank Marrow.
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December 14, 1970
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eMid] eTum GVLU eteivos od3 vebbod .molnll Feived J‘j 2iv B 2iv zeoznoteb 2J3i nistnipm

It i, & few minutes past misightiuandids jut: returned: froi asBoard Heeting of Feuplés
Micah, which ynapimousiy, approved: the: propesed joint. sharing: of-the i lding of St Jepghistine
and #hj@sh Ahis; Sunday: (musem be; submitted: to:the: Congregationi.: i few changes: nesd: tol beosst
negotigted..odhen, I took: down my: tape articorder: sound! systom; which, Ihad brought: tves Fowo
our Temple ﬂﬁicah Showcase,  where: we. sell; phjects dy@rtmniyganxang&y ceramies,! etel Uyo haoai
artists.as @, ﬂundwgaaaingtveniurﬂ*)) [{loT eeers sonsH . a2Mdd] opbo qiardz & evard oF bempes

« BROGRSY 5i vx¥z ol sonenimserq Nimne: "_;_b'u., edeivol o3 sosdw moguad yam Jadv

This will be brief because when I finish I must update my new book manuscript with
some ;m@o;;gat.pgy agﬁbrma@ion,d@gt,Qbﬁninad fromia knowledgesble source.ezony o smol

2eigters v 10 znnibasmob exom 183 od oF svods bamoiimem 2meldory Teddo edd

I note you continue to state as fact something that I am almost postitive is falsehood—-
that NASA.is. interested. in UFOsa;.d-again challenge: you to write.te: NASA-Headquarters: and
find outtﬁf ;hﬁs As trn;, as APRD—ajlegesaﬂesrﬁhdse as:l eladen bne zroirsgiszoval | anibseT

ditsaeh lw moijuliteni us ni nem B MO o Jgaoxe--vwilBmoeteg | Esger T 5330) Yisve

. -I c@nfbss ;hg; } am dﬁssuaﬁeﬂ bys X&ur‘ﬂacp Iljlettyw-in wh;cbcyaulsagwkhat IV rotesar
few items and published. one:-book, Then:you gavesupsthe ghost.¥ii:let mé say’ thatothatibrief
summary sums up THREE YEARS OF MY LIFE, in which I DEVOTED EVERY SPARE MOMENT, WORKING UNTIL

past midnight every. nitgﬁvfbregsgnglprgg&;cally @ld: relaxation: (such: as:TVy Nﬂ?iﬁiatshﬂﬁs,
books, ete.): to. answexr;detters.from. UFO believers; toixessarch casesisuchoas:South: Hild brs
the Qmaha Fireball. (Rogers, Nebraska; ¢asn),hMoarbh.Gounty Michigan; teswrite up’ reportsjied
analyze, some, of. the. spurious. claims of: Medonald; and publish my.white: papersica lbhavei fobr |

- file drawers #§83#6f full of carbon copies: of:myoletters-to-hundyeds, Jormorésaccurstelyso.

several thousand persons who wrote--from school boys to a few in mental institutionms, o
20110 i 89Tt 838 HOY brs- - (easvgeH dAgsd b 89Tt § 21 afdd ‘-},-_.-. j310% ,nu;

uIE at any pe;g; inomy. HFG;S{E@I&S & resegrch I -had- come | a¢T0SS, even ‘a/ SINGLE=CASE, Lrs
w@ingpgnmggedfna to-believe that ETI were involved; I should haveérquit my: Jobidfo nnuessaey
to pursue;the mstter.:,But-inifact, my numerous imvestigations:and growing familiswvitys
with the careless, unscientific investigationssof-McDonald;-Hyneks APRO;+NICAP-inereasingly
has shaken my conf1dence in the results of their investigations and I no longer put as much
stock.in. evenj§18ﬁ9'a reportsiinvgstigatxeng;as;I sonca did,eoss 2090 3sdw 03 -

il imn S (2o ilib gmy ITebay N 230s5fdo xeilimeT 10 zooIl: Fidasii - =508
when,l yggt-;e $pcezgo,.that egsa had baen cailad the-most: c:uciui &ajthﬂaallltl histery
of the.UFO movement by:no,less;an.suthority than/Hynekso-He-had been-thére twice; and found
the case,'unexplainable!ls-and. clearly, he-said; notsa hoax::'I felt that ifothercaseé was -
as goed,;and|solid; as Hynek and others: ciaimbaa-pexhaps.this was the big one==that it might
even end upoin Aviation: Week; Butfaftetrtwa days, and allittlecfollow-up-investigdtion; it
was apparvent.that thds:BEST! OF ALL/UFO!¢ases. ((by Hynek: ﬁzacbanald*s;appraisals} was:indead
a hoax. Bug; still I continued mywimvastigatibnaau—n?;n 2ag oF beixy ed fdoidw zeb fox
« B3 TOL r 04U )'f"“ E egigxe 28y oo :
Now as I have earlier written, if some of the hard tc -explain UFD reports, like young
Ted Kiepurals,;invelve freak atmosphericoe¢lectrical phenomena+-I must-wait :for ineveased
basic sgientific.knowledge of plasmas.and ball lightoisg.  Many more able scieéntists-than
I have tried:to devise:theovies to éxplain ball-lightning; and haveshadsto!wait szamore o
scientific knowledges If.some-ancient ¢ave man-had sought-to explain lightning itself;
he could have cngltatqéahis entire 8¢ life-away.on.the-subject--yet the:state oivucxantiftc
knowledge in prehistoric times was such that his lifetime of thought would have really
yiedded nﬁpsreat insight.inte the hasxcsnatuzcﬂofjlxghtnang,;u::::,, g'domgl eonexetes

s - pe T

I8y eons 9 %0 omizetil 8 mot: womi O 3i s3suisve oFf wor sanorToqes b (=3
EO'Isfbe}rae .apology is: !éi+ﬁeedad2no pr}ain why Ithaverdecidﬂd ‘against eanttnuimg
to devete.every spare moment of my lifejoutside my office to-further studies of the L o
atmospheric electrical phenomena, especially whenothere are ‘more pressing-problems; in
my epiniens rWhen.I first.got interested.iu UFOs, the Vietnam waf wascnot the issue it is
today; there was no widespread drug addiction among high school kids; nor radical student
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bombings; the pollution problems were not as well recognized, etc. etc.
aNel . pl yadmesed
From an international viewpoint, we had 2-3 times as many Icgﬁgﬁgg the\Soviets,
many times more Polaris submarines, and the nation#f generally recdgniZEQﬁgggzieedbﬁﬁﬁd tasll
maintain its defenses vis a vis the Soviet Union. todday the Soviets have more ICBMs
thigmae have, i they arepul Mng dbreast>in’ Pol arissubiiariney] thiey have develoged t 71 3
e'ontkddder sutdllives’! (appatently) || wiviny hier the! Cupability” of deprivitig Us o f i 5011
recommaiss ance: sateliites Capability’ of they wf-ﬁésiﬁsﬂihﬁ&ﬁ?‘éﬁiﬁu&ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁf%gﬂ%ﬁ 'sekms 7o
compll acent ;i Most: & our’ youhg’ people: have notestudied their: historyoof the 1950s banal fouon
byl of ' the! older!ones> have: Forfotien) how precariols’ velations' were when the’ Soviets®! Tvo
seemed to have a sharp edge in ICBMs. Hence these folks( ar®’&ifiply ' hotsprepared Forolzilts
what may happen when the Soviets again regain preeminence in strategiclw?apons.b ==
fistw yqlxosunsm dood wem vm efsbqu Sewm I Aeinix I nerw szussed Yeixd ed I[liw 2idT
Some of thess.datter dtems:arerthé object ofimy! new’ Bobk " ahd 10 cohsider #his @ng oo
\ the other problems mentioned above to be far more demanding of my energies.
| ~~booideels: 2i evitireoq Feomlse ms I Fedt gaidsemoz ¥28% &8 e3s¥e od S % e3om 1 :
bus After: threecyears' in' which” Io cortainly® spent more: hours# per week’ in' UFO: résearech,to0d
“reading, investigations and debate that d¢spent’atomysrbgular job,. dw whith: I answeved b0iT
every letter received personally--except one from a man in an institution who described
hews a0 flying saticer landed> on”the edge ofl his>bed-~and'd didn't>Guite know how" to ‘Téspond--
Tofeelrd Yowe' the=UFQ queéstion;-and movement sposmoreof myoenergiesyicilduy bos emoll wel
JITHU DMINAOW ,THEMOM J5A9E YAAVE GATOVAd I doidw mi F9IJ YM 90 25AZY AWIHT (L RIS
(ewoderesisted your:suggestionithat! 17 folin ahl Yoip: igation, v For a8 Parkingon's’ Law] Je8g
and, bthersihave: pointed-out; anrorganization’once forméd tends” té perpetuatecitsel . 2100¢
deng:=after. the original needfor itsifounding hasdisappéared:’ I-resisted also’ because o’
I simply did not-have the time: One’'can’exist-with'3ia hﬁéi@ﬁsi‘"'5G?i§h%‘af?e%ﬁﬁig%%ﬁiﬁ?f
weeki after weekjomonth. after month-senly: for se lengioo rodren %o Liut 8 65% ;zfrtgh ol i3
| . .amcijusriteni Istmem nmi woel 8 o 2vod [oordne mori--storw ofdw zno2teq basawuodl [srovse
Now, fortunately, this is a free land (Thank Heavens)--and you are free to choose
and pursueiyour hobbies,:such:hobbies:as!interest youi But®IVask(you: After all of your
: many: years: of study-=bnpthes subject=-arebyoucany more cértain] dooyou seé any moveceledrly”
¥ the answeritorthe riddle?  1f:notsis’there any:reasonitoibelieve that ifiyeu spénd ancther
25§ﬁézﬁ&25ﬁye§&%;Tthii?theiaﬂgﬁggﬁﬁﬁﬂiﬁh&c%ﬂerm@féﬁcléar?uL aitifnst 2482 odF Hiiw
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The answer to what UFOs are,'in myropinion; isithe’ following: 1 UF0’ Reports ifvoive o s
- misidentifications of familiar objects, seen under unusual conditions; or unfamiliar

| objécts;ifreak atmosphéric-electridal "phénomena; and hoaxess '’ Inothe latter’ category 'l
includesboth: "malicious!sand’ ¥innocents!(IReeent (Short ftensin-theopager’ seported that W 1o
a chap insEngland] asia pag] placedodncadvy inithespaperiin/anieh heoElaimed o liave =2
— - -mated:a dogendia gat and tovhave 'produced-off=springjoand offered them for /Salettjuseon =5
to see‘whatipeople’s-reactionsiwould bes .When peopleistarted tovcdllyito try foibuy thesve
"dog-kits"v-he ! feltuitndifficultoto revesl itiwas=allla hdok #fid went-eéut §ga;g§g;§@ﬁgﬁ 28w
mongrel dogs which he tried to pass off--butififally-admittedbiewasca Rodk|’Iavmy .xsod =
opinion, this explains a number of UFO reports.
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*50°UF0Q ‘Reportssare ‘MANY -THINGS. - And-ifryou’look for a single ansver it as ifipsn be’
insistedon’finding!a:SINGLE EXPLANATION £6r allchuman:disease and: bilments, @Ifipeas oioad
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_ ridiculous an answer. rYet it bécomes thésonlyipoysible answerisimply by ofieVinsistiag o ioe
~ ~that he'must havé-a-SINGLE- answér toothe ‘quastion’of what-causes 2diisoadey fzoo svad bluoy sd
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Reference Hynek's contributionrto the'satellitestracking system~=1-dé Abt know Frome (¥
first-hand experience how to evaluate it. I DO know from a lifetime of experience that
somgtimes jone man does!theé work and another:gets theborediti’'Bat let'us-grant Hynékoa
commendable job:in this early endeaver.o Thisbis‘motothe iﬁsﬁﬁ.iﬁﬂynekﬁs?ﬂérk?uiEafﬁﬁﬁﬁb ol
investigator is not MA¥E scientific ﬂraﬁﬁofegyiﬁﬁagizxgﬁwassgsggqg;ﬂoéﬁﬁdﬁﬁgg;fnsﬁy?n3aoﬁxu
UFGs,fﬁ*&iﬁli&ﬁFathologteaiﬂScienﬁeiﬁapdr.:ﬂcﬁﬁrkésﬁkfﬁdﬁﬁﬁgiwis;afﬁﬁliufaﬁgéﬁd pitot in
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