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AND ITS ''IIULTIPLYING MISSI}IG TCURIST HIT ESSES''

Four days after police office!' Lonnie Zamor:a repo)rted seeing a UFO on the out-
skirts of Socorro, N.M, on Apr, 24, 1964, the local newspaper (EL Defenso? Chieftain)
caFied an account of alr itinerant tounist witness whose story seened to confisn
Zamora I s storjr and to dispell doubts that it night be a hoax:

'?t .Least one othet irerson -- aI, unid€ntj fied tourjst traveLiag notth on
U.S- 85 -- sa'' tlre uIl? j.ist befote it ianded in the giullg. opal Gzindet, aE nagez
of the wbidnq B:rotiets' Serrzicc Station on 85 norf,l. sajd the nan stoplted at the
statior and tet'€.tked tlat airctaft fTetr lar around he!e.

"crinder tepTied there rere nang heii@ptezs in t}tjs vicinitg. fte tourist
said jt was a 'tunng-Looking hd.i@ptet, if ttrat's h'hat it Has.' ?ie nar| sajd
furtiejt. thd object had fToyn over ils car" rt acttlal"l"g was headed sEaighx for
t!:e 9u1-19 ,rhete it Ianded EoE€nts .latet. ?he tourist a-lso coraented t]lat }]e had
seen a plice car heading up tlre bj-ll. ?his rl,as Zanbta's cat."

l{hen Dr. J. A].Len Hynek visited SocoFa, at USA| r?equest, on Ap:r. 26-27 to investi-
gate the incident, he personally talked with Leris A. Reddell, publisher of the Local
newspaper., who had inteleiewed Gninder and had m:itten the a::ticle about the alleged
'titilerant tourist-nitness. " liynek noted -in his tnip r:'eport to the USAF that ReddeLl
"had gone into this t'jliry quita tbroughJg."

Sgt. David Moody of P:roject Blue Book, uho had been on temporatJr dulr assi.gnrnent
at Kintland A!'8, N.M. at the tine of the Socomo incident, and had visited the ar.ea
for an on-site investigation several days later, made a tel-ePhoDe cafl on May 18'
1964, to talk to opal G::inder about the al-Ieged "itinenant tourist-witness. " Moody
ld'rote a memo, no!, in the Project Blue Book files, reporting the highlights of his
conver?sation with Grioden:

"He (ctini/'t) coul.d give rp infot1r€€on otlrer that tiat appearit g in thd
n*sl,apet atticla. Ee dii'?oX_Eggg4-! llqrype of cat ot Ticense. Ee assur.d
the occldpant. IriolE use of singaLatl ttas going or returl ing fta vacatian due
to the Tugqaqe and cl l4igg in t&-94L. The cat h4it a slnELe occupEgit. Ee
stated that tlte tr,i taess sajd t'Ia objet canc f.rrn the East... He wi1"7 he on tlre
-loolc-out jn case ttle t'j tacss retut7rs to Socg.rro." (Empha.sis adited. )

0n Aug" 15, 1961t, Dr:. Hynek retu:rned to Soe-orro for fu::tha:r investigation and
he personally interriewed Grinder about the rritinerant tourist-r.itness . rr- Hlrnekr s
official fr:ip repont to the USAF contained the folLowing account of his interviex
with Grinde:.:

"we heard the stotg of the tolrtist f!on Grinder hj![self. ?lle titE nas
sl ttTtl befote 6 o'clack Decause Gtindet said that }e was lurrginq to get to
L]le bar-k befote it cTosed at 6 p.m. on that Fridag. tle stated ttrat tllis vras one
of the teasons whg he did not pag nore attentjot to tlle tourist's storg. uoerevet,
.he said that tie tourjs! said sozet}.ing xo this effect: 'qout planes flg awfaTTg
Lov. hete -- one of then Lik& tn knock ne off xhe road iust about ethen I 

'|aspassing vour whixing sigm coming into tovn.t ?he Whixing gas sign is airps t
in Line vith the gu7]V vhete the cratx -Zanded-..fl2e tourjst said that he tlpught
that it night be a craft in troubl.€, and figuted this ras so .because he sai a

I€.Tice car going out xaward, whete it hait Landed. *ri s wouTd place xhe tiag of
the craft ovet the xoutisx's cat at app!.dri'Etelv 5:35 ot 5140 p.a- This caia:
cides, as we7l. as we can see, vith the titE that zatuta was chasing a speder.'
(Enphasis ailded. )


