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THE SOCORRO UFO CASE, AND ITS "MULTIPLYING MISSING TCURIST WITNESSES"

Four days after police officer Lonnie Zamora reported seeing a UFO on thes out-
skirts of Socorro, N.M. on Apr. 24, 1964, the local newspaper (El Defensor Chieftain)
carried an account of an itinerant tourist witness whose story scemed to confirm
Zamora's story and to dispell doubts that it might be a hoax:

"At least one other person -- an unidentified tourist traveling north on
U.5. 85 -— saw the UFO just before it landed in the gully. Opal Grinder, manager
of the Whiting Brothers' Service Station on 85 north, said the man stopped at the
station and remarked that aircraft flew low around here.

"Grinder replied there were many helicopters in this vicinity. The tourist
said it was a 'funny-~looking helicopter, if that's what it was.’' The man said
further the object had flown over his car. It actually was headed straight for
the gully where it landed moments later. The tourist also commented that he had
seen a police car heading up the hill. This was Zamora's car.”

When Dr. J. Allen Hynek visited Socorro, at USAF request, on Apr. 26-27 to investi-
gate the incident, he personally talked with Lewis A. Reddell, publisher of the local
newspaper, who had interviewed Grinder and had written the article about the alleged
"itinerant tourist-witness.'" Hynek noted in his trip report to the USAF that Reddell
"had gone into this thing quite thoroughly.”

Sgt. David Moody of Project Blue Book, who had been on temporary duty assignment
at Kirtland AFB, N.M. at the time of the Socorro incident, and had visited the area
for an on-site investigation several days later, made a telephone call on May 18,
1964, to talk to Opal Grinder about the alleged "itinerant tourist-witness." Moody
wrote a memo, now in the Project Blue Book files, reporting the highlights of his
conversation with Grinder:

"He (Grinder) could give no information other than that appearing in the
newspaper article. He did not remember the type of car or license. He assumed
the occupant [NOTE use of singular] was going or returning from vacation due
to the luggage and clothing in the car. The car had a single occupant. He
stated that the witness said the object came from the East... He will be on the
look-out in case the witness returns to Socorrc." (Emphasis added.)

On Aug. 15, 1964, Dr. Hynek returmed to Socorro for further investigation and
he personally interviewed Grinder about the "itinerant tourist-witness.'. Hynek's
official trip report to the USAF contained the following account of his interview
with Grinder:

“We heard the story of the tourist from Grinder himself. The time was
shortly before & o'clock because Grinder said that he was hurrying to get to
the bank before it closed at 6 p.m. on that Friday. He stated that this was one
of the reasons why he did not pay more attention to the tourist’s story. However,
he said that the tourist said something to this effect: 'your planes fly awfully
low here -- one of them liked to knock me off the road just about when I was
passing your Whiting sign coming into town.' The Whiting gas sign is almost
in line with the gully where the craft landed...The tourist said that he thought
that it might be a craft in trouble, and figured this was so because ha saw a
police car going out toward where it had landed. This would place the time of
the craft over the tourist’s car at approximately 5:35 or 5:40 p.m. This coin-
cides, as well as we can see, with the time that Zamora was chasing a speeder.”
(Emphasis added.)




