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Feb. 16, 19 76

Dr. David !1. Jabobs
tlistory Dept.
Ternple Uni.vers ity
Philadelphia, Pa,

Dear Dr. Jacobs:

Recently I obtained a copy of your book through Allen llynekrs Center
and took it with ne on a recent trip to Atlanta. You will be pleased to
knoH that I literally had trouble putting it down because of your very
conprehensive and fascinating history of early USAF actions and attitudes
that pr€dated my or+n interest and activities in the UFO field.

I recognize that I can hardly Iay clairo rnyself to being an unbiased
observer on the subject. still I think your book would havo been much the
bette! had you yourself been able to renain a nore irnpartial observer,
although I recognize how difficutt that is on so controvetsial a subject.

For exa:nple, I am surprised that during your seemingly extensive
research, including one o! nore visits to Washington whoro I 1ive, that
you nade no attornpt to contact ne, by letter, telephone or in person,
to obtain "ny side" of the contrcversy and to check out some of the
allegations rnarle against rne that you repeated in your book. This is
especially surprising since you characterize Ine on p. 221 as "rapidly be-
coning the new leadgr of the anti-UF0 forces.rr Nor did you interview
Dr. Donald Menzel, judging fron the contents of your book and its foot-
notes .

Had you contacted me you could have avoided a nunber of elrors of
fact, of which the follorving are tfpical . e lly personal concern is
nbt so nuch for errors that involve ne, but rather whether this inplies
that there may be conparab le errors of fact in those portions of your book
dealing with early USAF actions and docunents where I lack first-hand
knowledge.

P. 22L: [In discussing ]dcDonaldrs appealance before the American Society
of Newspaper Editors, on Apr, 22, L967,1 "...Besides that, Klass
would be on the panel, and since he was eager to pronote his book'.."

FACT: I was not invited to appear on the panel nor did I. (I was a
nember of the audi.ence. ) Since this neeting was held nearly a year
before my book "UFOs - - Identifi ed" was published, and I rvas not a
panelist, it rvould be difficult to "promote ny book even if I were
so inclined.

'l'lcDonaldrs civi 1i an
wanted to fireproof

adversaries, particularly Phil Klass, also
him. "

COIftIENT: I do not understand the meaning of "fireproof" in this con-
text. If you nean I'silence,'r then you err. A11 I eve! sought was a
direct debate and confrontation on the issues, in the best tradition
of s ci.ence.


