PHILIP J. KLASS
560 "N'" STREET, S. W,
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20024

Feb. 16, 1976

Dr. David ¥. Jacobs
History Dept.
Temple University
Philadelphia, Pa.

Dear Dr. Jacobs:

Recently I obtained a copy of your book through Allen Hynek's Center
and took it with me on a recent trip to Atlanta. You will be pleased to
know that I literally had trouble putting it down because of your very
comprehensive and fascinating history of early USAF actions and attitudes
that predated my own interest and activities in the UFO field.

I recognize that I can hardly lay claim myself to being an unbiased
observer on the subject. Still I think your book would have been much the
better had you yourself been able to remain a more impartial observer,
although I recognize how difficult that is on so controversial a subject.

For example, I am surprised that during your seemingly extensive
research, including one or more visits to Washington where I live, that
you made no attempt to contact me, by letter, telephone or in person,
to obtain '"my side' of the controversy and to check out some of the
allegations mada against me that you repeated in your book. This is
especially surprising since you characterize me on p. 221 as ''rapidly be-
coming the new leader of the anti-UFO forces.' Nor did you interview
Dr. Donald Menzel, judging from the contents of your book and its foot-
notes.

Had you contacted me you could have avoided a number of errors of
fact, of which the following are typical. & My personal concern is
not so much for errors that involve me, but rather whether this implies
that there may be comparable errors of fact in those portions of your book
dealing with early USAF actions and documents where I lack first-hand
knowledge.

P. 221: [In discussing McDonald's appearance before the American Society
of Newspaper Editors, on Apr. 22, 1967.] '"...Besides that, Klass
would be on the panel, and since he was eager to promote his book..."

FACT: I was not invited to appear on the panel nor did I. (I was a
member of the audience.) Since this meeting was held nearly a year
before my book "UFOs--Identified' was published, and I was not a
panelist, it would be difficult to 'promote' my book even if I were
so inclined.

"McDonald's civilian adversaries, particularly Phil Klass, also
wanted to fireproof him."

COMMENT: I do not understand the meaning of "fireproof'" in this con-
text. If you mean "silence,'" then you err. All I ever sought was a
direct debate and confrontation on the issues, in the best tradition

of science. -



